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• *READ II Corinthians 10:1,2* While there were many difficulties and challenges that Paul faced 

throughout his ministry of the Gospel, I feel quite certain in saying that one of the most annoying and 
frustrating must have been the practice of some of following up his visits and writings with false 
teachings. Numerous times within the New Testament Letters, we find Paul having to address false 
teachings and gospels that had showed up among those of whom he had already taught either by 
pen and paper or in person. This is seen in Galatians 1:6, “I am amazed that you are so quickly 
turning away from Him who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different Gospel.” 
Paul had labored among these brethren by sharing with them the pure message of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and yet he is quickly having to write to them with strong words rebuking them for their 
turning away from the teachings which he had even recently delivered to them.  

• Unfortunately, this occurrence in the letter to the Galatians is not the only time we see this happening. 
We can also conclude that this was taking place among the Thessalonians (II Thessalonians 2:3-5), 
and we can also see this in the text that we read together just a few moments ago. After Paul has 
written his first letter to the Corinthians, he has to quickly turn around and write another letter to 
address those who seem to have stood up against the teachings of Paul by trying to discredit his 
authority as an Apostle of Jesus Christ and thus discrediting the message that he had delivered.  

• As we can imagine, this does not seem to sit well with Paul at all, and he uses this section (chapters 10-12) 
of his second letter to the Corinthians to address the accusations of those who were standing against 
him and his message. We will begin by looking at a few verses that highlight the problems that Paul 
was facing. We will then look at his arguments for why his Apostleship (and message) are valid. Then 
we will conclude by asking some questions concerning ourselves and our discipleship of Jesus.  

I. Evidence Of Paul’s Difficulties: 
A. 10:1 — sarcastic description of self 

1. Paul begins this section of his letter by using the rhetorical device of sarcasm. It seems that those 
who were coming after the credibility of Paul were doing so by attacking his inability to have 
been with these brethren in person. From the first letter to the Corinthians, it is obvious that Paul 
was wanting to be back with these brethren in person. He seems to have been making plans to 
do so in I Corinthians 16:5-9. However, in II Corinthians 1:23 & 2:1-11, Paul expressed that 
perhaps it was for their good that he had not been able to come to them yet so that they might 
have more time to fix those problems that he had addressed in the first letter.   

2. It seems as if these opponents of Paul were taking Paul’s slowness to getting to them as a sign 
that he didn’t have the guts to stand up to their faces and say those things that he seemed 
willing to write. They were accusing Paul’s bark of being way worse than his bite, and Paul plays 
along with this silliness. “Now I Paul — I who am humble among you in person but bold toward 
you when absent.” (II Corinthians 10:1 CSB) Paul is clearly using sarcasm in this description of 
himself, and it gives us a little insight into what he was facing with these challengers and 
opponents who were in Corinth. However, we all know that Paul had no problem standing up 
and saying difficult things to the face of those who needed to hear it (Galatians 2:11-13) and He 
is ready to say exactly what needs to be said whether that be in letter or in person. (10:11) 

B. 10:2 — Paul acknowledges his challengers 
1. Even though Paul might not have been in their presence in order to address those who were 

speaking up against him, he had no problem making sure that they were well aware that he was 
aware of what they had been saying. “I beg you that when I am present I will not need to be 
bold with the confidence by which I plan to challenge certain people who think we are 
behaving according to the flesh.”  



2. Paul’s hope was that his original writings would have taken hold among the group so that he 
would not have to be bold towards the Corinthians, but he was well prepared to say 
what ]needed to be said to those who were causing trouble for this group of God’s people. He is 
clearly putting them on notice that he is well aware of the problems they are creating.  

C. 10:12 — troublemakers endorsing one another as legitimate 
1. One of the issues that Paul is needed to address at his point is the issue that these challengers of 

his are banding together against Paul. They are all standing up and speaking against Paul’s 
Apostleship and authority while simultaneously endorsing and supporting one another in order 
to build credibility for one another in the eyes of the Corinthians.  

2. Paul points this out as obviously being ridiculous because of its illogical nature. “For we don’t 
dare classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. But in measuring 
themselves by themselves and comparing themselves to themselves, they lack understanding.” 
These subjective means of judging themselves by comparing themselves to themselves would 
only ever work to their favor because they were establishing their own standards instead of 
comparing themselves to some objective standard such as God’s authority or inspired teachings. 

D. 11:4,5 & 12:11 — false teachers & “super-apostles” 
1. Again, we see Paul employing the use of sarcasm to backhandedly compliment these brethren 

for their toleration of those among them who were preaching another Jesus from the Jesus and 
gospel that Paul had preached to them. This sounds much like what we saw back in Galatians 1. 
They were willing to hear and put up with these false teachings from these false teachers, and 
Paul is sarcastically asking if they would be willing to give him the same kind of attention that 
they were giving these other individuals. (11:1) 

2. Paul continues the sarcasm train by even giving these opponents of his the nickname of “super-
apostles.” The NASB renders these men as “the most eminent apostles”, but it has a footnote 
of  “super-apostles” and I think that rolls off the tongue way better than the former. Regardless, 
Paul’s point seems to be that he is in no way inferior to those who might seem themselves as 
super-apostles and we will look at why he argues this as being the case in a few moments.  

E. 11:12,13 — others want to be Paul’s equal as an apostle 
1. The main issue with these men is summed up by Paul in II Corinthians 11:12,13. They were 

wanting the opportunity to be seen as Paul was as a true authoritative Apostle of Christ. They 
wanted the glory that would come with such a position, and they were willing to even put Paul 
down in order to achieve such rank and status in the minds of others.  

2. However, Paul is quick to call them exactly what they are. “For such people are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.” (II Corinthians 11:13) He even takes 
it all a step further by associating them with Satan by recognizing that they are doing even as he does 
in disguising himself as an angel of light. Just as the unbelieving Jews were behaving as their father, 
Satan, would behave towards Jesus (John 8:44), so would these men be like their father and 
experience the same demise that is awaiting him if they continued in this evil manner of living.  

Clearly there were some real problems facing Paul’s credibility in Corinth, so he had to use every ounce 
of wisdom, knowledge, and strength from God to establish himself as being exactly who Christ had 
called him to be…an Apostle who carried the message of the Gospel to lost and dying souls. How did 
Paul go about defending himself as an Apostle of Jesus? Consider these five evidences:  

II. Paul’s Evidence For His Apostleship 
A. His confidence & boasting were only in Christ. (10:3-18) 

1. It seems that those who were opposed to Paul were trying to speak against him by drawing 
attention to his unimpressive physical appearance and speaking abilities. If they could get  



people to care more about those features then they might be able to draw a number of people 
away from Paul and his message to themselves. Later on in 11:6, Paul is willing to confess that 
he might not be the best of speakers, but in this section we find Paul focusing on the fact that he 
simply didn’t care for those outwardly characteristics. He was only concerned on the inner man’s 
commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord. Notice Paul’s strong focus on God and Christ. 
“For although we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh, since the 
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but are powerful through God for the demolition 
of strongholds. We demolish arguments and every proud thing that is raised up against the 
knowledge of Christ.” (10:3-5) 

2. Paul cared not one bit about who was the most impressive in their stature or in their speech. His only 
care and concern was for the message of the Gospel through Christ to be heard, accepted and upheld. 
These men could take all of the awards for best dressed and best spoken, but Paul was only going to 
focus on the spiritual, and he only put his confidence and boastings in Christ. His only concern was 
being commended for his work by the Lord. “For it is not the one commending himself who is 
approved, but the one the Lord commends.” (10:18) While the fakers were busy commending 
themselves, Paul, the true Apostle of Jesus Christ, was only concerned with his Lord’s commendation. 

B. He shared the Gospel because of his love for them, not for profit. (11:1-21) 
1. Looking at Paul’s full body of work, it is easy to see that he by no means was in the work of 

ministry for any sort of monetary gains that might be available. Paul was not afraid to make tents 
in order to not burden those brethren that he was working with, and even with the Corinthians 
we see him writing that he preached the Gospel to them free of charge. (11:7)  

2. In fact, he was supported in his work among the Corinthians by the generosity of the Philippians 
so that he wouldn’t have to be supported by them in the work that he was doing. (11:8) If Paul 
was motivated by money, then why wouldn’t he be asking anyone and everyone for any and all 
support they would give him? Instead, Paul desired to not be a burden to them by any means, 
and he worked among them simply because he loved them and wanted to see them firmly 
planted and growing in Christ. (11:9) This was the heart of a true Apostle. 

C. He was willing to suffer in great ways for the sake of the Gospel. (11:21-33) 
1. These men who were against Paul seem to have been trying to constantly compare themselves 

with Paul in various ways in order to look more impressive in the eyes of the Corinthians. They 
were boasting in a variety of ways such as who was a true Hebrew, who was a true Israelite, who 
was the true descendant of Abraham, and who was the great servant of Christ. These men were 
talking a big game, but Paul finally calls them to the carpet by considering the sufferings he had 
endured for the sake of the Gospel.  
“Are they servants of Christ? I’m talking like a madman—I’m a better one: with far more labors, 
many more imprisonments, far worse beatings, many times near death. Five times I received the 
forty lashes minus one from the Jews. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a 
stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the open sea. On 
frequent journeys, I faced dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own 
people, dangers from Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and 
dangers among false brothers; toil and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, often 
without food, cold, and without clothing. Not to mention other things, there is the daily pressure on 
me: my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, 
and I do not burn with indignation? If boasting is necessary, I will boast about my weaknesses. The 
God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is blessed forever, knows I am not lying. In Damascus, a 
ruler under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to arrest me. So I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall and escaped from his hands.” (11:23-33) 



2. If these brethren really wanted to discuss who was more committed to the work of the Gospel 
then Paul was ready to have this discussion, and he knew exactly what he could bring to the 
table. It wasn’t that Paul wanted to boast about his sufferings (“I’m talking like a madman”), but 
he was able to show that He was truly committed to the cause of Christ. These other men who 
were imposters surely wouldn’t be willing to go to this degree suffering. Only a true Apostle of 
Jesus would be willing to suffer in such ways.  

D. He speaks of “his” being caught up to the third heaven. (12:1-5) 
1. As we make our way through the text, we can see Paul being almost annoyed by having to waste 

time trying to validate himself as a chosen Apostle of Jesus, but that doesn’t mean that he 
wasn’t willing to do so. In the beginning of chapter 12, we find Paul speaking about visions and 
revelations from God as a means to show that this “man” was truly approved by God. It was 
common for false teachers to try to bolster their claims and teachings by stating that they had 
received a vision from God, but Paul was going to tell them about a real vision this man had.  
“I know a man in Christ who was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether he 
was in the body or out of the body, I don’t know; God knows. I know that this man—whether in 
the body or out of the body I don’t know; God knows— was caught up into paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which a human being is not allowed to speak. I will boast about this 
person, but not about myself, except of my weaknesses.” (12:2-5) 

2. Though Paul speaks of this man as if it was someone else that he knew, it is accepted by most 
that Paul was referring to himself as he shares this incredible story. Again, consider that Paul is 
trying to defend himself without boasting or making himself out to be someone amazing 
because he doesn’t want to fall into the same trap as these opponents of his had fallen into with 
pride and arrogance. However, if this truly was Paul then how could anyone doubt his legitimacy 
if he was given a front row trip into the heavenly realm? Surely the Lord would only allow such 
experiences to happen with those whom He greatly approved of such as the Apostle Paul.  

E. He speaks of signs, wonders, and miracles that he did among the Corinthians while he was with 
them. (12:11-13) 
1. Anyone could make the claim that they are something great and support it by describing a 

dream they had claimed to have had, but to claim supernatural power from God could clearly be 
validated if a true miracle was to take place. Paul’s last argument for this section seems to be a 
reminder to the Corinthians that they had seen Paul’s supernatural abilities on full display during 
his time with them.  
“The signs of an apostle were performed with unfailing endurance among you, including signs 
and wonders and miracles.” (12:12) 

2. We are not told what specific signs were being performed by Paul, but he was of the opinion 
that his being able to perform such miraculous deeds should have solidified within these 
brethren’s minds the fact that he was who he claimed to be…an Apostle of Christ.  

With all of this evidence, the Corinthians had no choice but to acknowledged that Paul was indeed a 
called Apostle of Jesus Christ. These other people might have looked and sounded better in their 
fighting against Paul and his message of the Gospel, but the legitimacy truly only belonged on one 
side…and that was the side of the Apostle Paul. This defense by Paul not only helped the Corinthians to 
be assured of him and his teachings, but it also helps us to be furthered convinced that he had been 
truly chosen and sent by Jesus and that his teachings are legitimate.  
However, I want to take everything that Paul did in his defense and quickly draw the application that we 
must be able to defend ourselves and our own discipleship. There might come a time when we are 
questioned as to whether or not we are truly disciples of Jesus…will we be able to defend ourselves 
even as Paul did? Here are some questions that we might need to consider: 



III.APPLICATION: Can we defend our own discipleship? 
A. Are our boastings in Christ or in the things of this world? 

1. Those who belong to Christ are those who have forsaken themselves and the world in order to 
be His disciples. Do the lives that we live show that we are only fully committed to Him or do our 
lives show the we have other things in which we will boast before Christ?  

2. May we be like the Apostle Paul and be able to say about our own lives, “I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (I Corinthians 2:2) If our boastings 
will only be in Christ then that should clearly be seen to those who are around us so that they 
might know that we are true followers of Jesus Christ.  

B. Do we serve Christ for His sake or for other motivations? 
1. If we are claiming to be followers of Jesus then we need to make sure that we check our 

motivations for doing such. This is especially important for us to answer well since we live in an 
area where faith in God is commonly accepted and even seen as important if we are going to be 
well known throughout the community.  

2. If we follow Jesus, then we would do well to consider whether we are following Jesus out of pure 
devotion to Him and the sacrifice He made on our behalf…or are we doing so simply because it 
is the socially acceptable thing to do? If we are going to be legitimate disciples in the eyes of 
God then we must come to Jesus with the only motivation of serving Him because of the 
immense love that He showed towards us by giving His life for our sins 

C. Have we been willing to suffer for His name’s sake? 
1. While none of us have suffered in the ways that Paul suffered because of the mission he had 

been sent on by Christ Himself, we must recognize that a life devoted to Jesus is a life in which 
there will be sufferings and sacrifices. The foremost sacrifice being that we must stop being 
slaves of self and Satan and now give our full allegiance to Christ as our King. (Romans 6:16) 

2. If someone were to walk up to us and ask how we have sacrificed and suffered for Christ…what 
answers would we be willing to give them? If we can’t say that we have suffered or sacrificed for 
Christ then it very well might be that we are not committed to Him as we ought to be. It might 
be that we carry the name of Christ without being willing to carry His cross, as well. If that is who 
we are then we cannot claim true discipleship to Christ Jesus.  

D. Have the signs of a changed believer in Christ been seen in our lives? 
1. One of the sacrifices that we must make as disciples is the decision to repent of everything we 

did apart from Christ that was against His will. To repent isn’t to only say that we are sorry, but it 
is to be committed to no longer walking in those ways.  

2. Paul clearly shows us the difference between life in Christ and life in the world in Galatians 5:19-25. 
Those that live according to the world are those that engage in all sorts of sinful activities, but 
those who have been changed by the Gospel are those who now live by the Spirit of God and 
have His influence evident in their lives but the new way in which they live. If I claim to be a 
disciple then I better be able to show the fruits of the Spirit being present in my life.  

Whether it is Paul claiming to be an Apostle sent by Christ or us claiming to be disciples of Jesus, we better 
be able to back up these strong claims with solid evidence to show such to be the case. If Paul had not 
been able to substantiate his claims then all of the work that he had put in among the Corinthians would 
have been for nothing. Likewise, if we cannot give evidence to show that we are true disciples of Jesus 
then why should we expect to receive the tremendous blessings that come with being such?  May we focus 
this week on making sure that we can defend our discipleship through evidence that is seen in our lives. 
May we live sanctified lives dedicated to only fulfilling His will in our lives, and may it be done to His glory 
and the benefit of others so that they may see our good works and seek His grace in the same way. 


