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• *READ Hebrews 11:1* As Christians, we should not feel hard-pressed to recognize that we are a people 

of faith. In fact, I feel confident in stating that there are many people here who have affirmed and maybe 
even stated out loud that we are a people who walk by faith and not by sight. (II Corinthians 5:7) To 
those of the world, this type of attitude and way of living would probably seem very foolish because 
who in their right mind would be willing to do what we do in our faiths without having seen who it is 
that we serve and what it is that we are striving for. And yet, that is precisely what we are doing. 
Hebrews 11:1 clearly states that our faith is based upon convictions that we have in things that we 
have not seen. If this truly is the case, then would we have to admit that those people of the world 
have a pretty good argument on their side that we are fools for living as we do?  

• While I can understand why it is that they might think that we are foolishly living lives that are led by 
blind faith, the reality is that we only do what we do because of the evidence that supports our 
beliefs. To walk by faith and not by sight doesn’t mean that we just swallow anything given to us 
hook, line, and sinker. I can’t think of a single time where someone in Scripture did such a thing and 
was commended for it. Instead, what I find in Scripture are people who were presented with what 
they were told was the truth, they investigated, and then they acted upon what was told to them. 
This is exactly what we see being done by the Bereans in Acts 17:11, and there is good reason why 
these brethren were commended. They were told what was supposed truth, they searched the 
Scriptures, and then based upon the evidence they believed and became faithful.  

• This is exactly how it is that we ought to build our faiths. We ought to hear a supposed truth, search 
the Scriptures, and see whether that something is so. We could even take a step back and say that 
we are confident in our consideration of Scripture because we truly believe that it is the inspired 
Word of God based upon the evidence given to support that truth. This whole process of examining 
evidence to come to a decision of faith is extremely important and necessary because there are 
plenty of things that we have faith in and hope for from Scripture that we have not seen and will not 
see until that day when they actually take place. We can’t believe those things based upon seeing 
them with our own two eyes, but we can still have faith in those things based upon other evidence 
that is given to us. 

• Maybe at the top of that list would be the resurrection of the dead. Throughout the New Testament 
there are writings that point towards a final resurrection of the dead at the return of Jesus Christ  
(Acts 24:15; Philippians 3:10-12,20,21; I Thessalonians 4:14-16; I John 3:12), and yet the details 
that we are given simply don’t answer all of the questions that we have on the subject. It is clearly 
stated and implicated that there will be a raising of the dead, but the details of what exactly this will 
look like are kind of lacking. With this being the case, it can be easy for us to not give too much 
consideration to the fact that there will be a resurrection of the dead, but I would like to suggest to 
you this evening that we ought to serious consider the resurrection of the dead because it plays a key 
role in God’s redemptive story for mankind. I would also suggest that while there are many specific 
details that might not be available to us, there are some very important details that are given to us in 
I Corinthians 15 that I would like to look at with you this evening. We might not know everything 
about the resurrection, but I am convinced of at least four things that can be substantiated from this 
text that we went though in our daily Bible reading from this past week.  

4 Things I Am Convinced Of Concerning The Resurrection Of The Dead At Jesus’s Return 
A. The resurrection of the dead is a key part to the Gospel message. (15:1-4,54-57) 

1. The beginning of I Corinthians 15 states that Paul had made known the Gospel to these brethren. 
They had heard it preached, they had received it, they had been saved by it, they were now 
standing in it, and if they continued to stand firm in it then they could be saved. Paul then stresses  



the importance of the Gospel by stating that the Gospel was the means by which God planned for 
man’s sins to be forgiven. Only through Jesus dying, being buried, and being raised could they 
and we have hope of salvation. At face value, this is all well and good for us to have the 
opportunity to have the guilt of our sins washed from us, but what good does it do if we are still 
going to die a physical death?  

2. If we go back to the beginning in Genesis 3:16-19, we can read of the punishments that were 
handed down to Adam and Eve because of their disobedience to God’s single command in the 
Garden of Eden. Among those punishments that were handed down was the statement that men 
would now “return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” While in the garden, Adam and Eve had access to the tree of life by which they 
could eat and live forever, but without that access…men have an expiration date. This has been 
true of ever single man or woman that has lived on this earth since then except for Enoch and 
Elijah. “It is appointment for men to die once and after this comes judgement.” (Hebrews 9:27)  

3. Yes, we might have sins forgiven, but what about the problem of death? Sure we might be 
reconciled to God, but what good does that do if we are only living on this earth for such a short 
period of time before we die and are buried? Do we only have a few short years of fellowship with 
God on earth to enjoy before we are no more? Paul would argue in I Corinthians 15:19, “If we 
have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.” It is in this realization 
that we come to understand that central to the Gospel message is not just that we can be forgiven 
of our sins, but that we can have hope of something spectacular and amazing beyond this life. If 
we are going to be preaching and teaching the Gospel message then we better we sure to include 
the fact that we have hope in a resurrection of the dead because without that…well…the story is 
simply incomplete and sorely lacking. I might not know everything about the resurrection, but I am 
convinced that we need it for the Gospel to truly exist with full power. In the resurrection will be 
God’s final triumph over Satan and death. (15:54-57) 

B. The resurrection will be a reality based upon Jesus having been raised from the dead. (15:12-23) 
1. Sadly, it seems as if there were some in Corinth who were not fully convinced that there was going 

to be a resurrection. This might seem pretty disappointing to us, but we have to realize that there 
were many others who lived during their time that did not believe in a resurrection. Most notably 
would be the religious sect of the Sadducees. This group of Jewish religious leaders did not 
believe that there was an afterlife at all (Matthew 22:23; Mark 12:18-27; Acts 23:8), thus there 
could be no resurrection of the dead, and the soul of man would simply cease to exist at the point 
of death. If these Jewish leaders could believe such a thing then maybe we shouldn’t be so hard 
on the Corinthians for getting carried away with such beliefs. 

2. Nonetheless, Paul was going to do everything he could in order to give these brethren evidence 
that the resurrection was going to be a reality, and he sought to do so through the example of 
Jesus. Now, Paul very well could’ve simply share with these brethren the examples of Jesus putting 
the full power of God on display by raising the dead during His ministry. 

a) In Luke 7:12-17, we read of Jesus raising the son of the widow of Nain. They were carrying 
out the body of this man, and Jesus felt compassion on this woman for her loss, so He told 
the woman not to weep as He touched the coffin and told the young man to get up.  

b) Another well known story of Jesus raising the dead would be His raising of Jairus’s daughter in 
Luke 8:41-56. This twelve year old girl was dying from sickness and before Jesus could get to 
her, she passed away. Jairus’s servants told him to not bother Jesus any longer, but Jesus told 
him to only believe so that his daughter would be made well…and she was made well.  

c) Then probably the most well known raising of the dead done by Jesus would be the raising of 
Lazarus that took place in John 11:1-45. Jesus’s friend had become sick and eventually died  



as Jesus was making His way to Him. It might seem to us like Jesus was taking His sweet time 
getting to His friend, but we are convinced that He did such only so that He could prove His 
true and ultimate power over death. This is evidence by the statement that He makes in   
John 11:25, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he 
dies.” Jesus shows this to be an accurate statement as He goes to the tomb of Lazarus and 
calls his stinking body forth from the grave. Jesus surely showed His power over death 
throughout His ministry, but Paul doesn’t use this truth to evidence our resurrection.  

3. Instead, we find Paul looking at Jesus’s own resurrection from the dead. I Corinthians 15:12 seems 
to indicate that there were some of the Corinthians who were teaching that the dead were not 
going to be raised. Could this have been some Sadduceeistic influence? Sure that could be the 
case, but regards these brethren were only hurting their own faiths and hope by denying such a 
thing. Therefore, Paul systematically destroys that believe by showing the logical progression of 
Jesus being raised and how it evidences our own resurrection.  

a) Paul begins (15:13) by drawing the conclusion that if there is no general resurrection of the 
dead then there couldn’t have been any resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The same one 
who had raised Jesus would have the power to raise us. Therefore, if there is no power to 
raise us then there was no power that could have raised Jesus.  

b) If there was no resurrection of Jesus and no resurrection of the dead then Paul’s words in         
I Corinthians 15:17-19 are some of the saddest words in all of Scripture. “For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.” The reality is that our resurrection hinges on the Jesus having been raised. 

4. Thankfully, Paul circles back around to explain that Jesus did in fact rise from the dead and 
because of His raising we can have hope of our raising. And yet, someone might want to know 
how it is that we can be sure of Jesus being raised. We’ll put aside the example of the change of 
the Apostles pre and post resurrection and just focus on What Paul focuses on, and his focus is on 
the fact that Jesus appeared to so many people after He had been raised so that they might testify 
to the fact that He had been raised. (15:5-8) The fact that Paul was so confident in the raising of 
Jesus and its implications on our resurrection should help to convince us that we too will be raised 
by the power of God just as Jesus Himself was raised by the power of God.  

C. We will be given new and changed bodies in the resurrection. (15:40-54) 
1. As we read just a few minutes ago from Genesis 3:19, our bodies will deteriorate and return to the 

dust of the earth upon our physical death. This body will have served its purpose in this life, and what 
we can come to understand from I Corinthians 15:40-54 is that in the resurrection we will be given 
new and changed bodies. VV.40,41 indicate to us the truth that there are distinctions between the 
bodies that we see here on earth and the bodies that are found in the heavenly places. Because of 
this distinction, Paul states that in the resurrection new bodies will be given to replace the fleshly 
bodies that contained our souls in this life.  This seems to be consistent with what Paul states later on 
in v.50 when he writes, “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.”  

2. The question then becomes…what kind of bodies will we have? There are many different 
speculations that people have put forth to answer this question. Some have said that our bodies 
will be just like the ones that we have now, but they will be in their most perfect form. Others have 
said that we will be more like ghost, and then others have said that we will simply be formless 
spirits that are floating around in weird orb like bodies. The reality is that we simply don’t know 
many specifics about what those new bodies will look like beyond what is give to us here in this 
text, and what is given to us in the text doesn’t usually suffice those asking the questions.  



3. Nonetheless, here is what I am convinced of concerning our new bodies in the resurrection: It will 
be imperishable. (vv.42,54) It will be raised in glory. (v.43) It will be raised in power. (v.43) It will be 
a spiritual body. (vv.44,46) This body will bear the image of that which is heavenly. (vv.47-49) It will 
be an immortal body that will never die. (vv.53,54) It seems to me that from these descriptions 
that we can be confident that this will be a literal body that will bear some resemblance to this 
earthly body in the fact that it will be a vessel for our souls. However, anything more than that 
would simply have to be a guess on my part or anyone else’s part. Regardless of exactly what it will 
be like, I am thrilled to know that one day I will have a body that is far and away superior to the 
body that I currently have. This body is perishable, weak, and expiring, but the body we will all 
receive on that day will be one that will last us forever. That excites me, and I hope it fills you with 
excitement, as well! 

D.Our faithfulness will lead to the resurrection day being a rewarding day. (15:58) 
1. In fact, everything that we have considered up to this point this evening that we can be confident 

in regarding the resurrection of the dead at Jesus return should fill us with excitement and joy 
considering that it gives us hope that goes beyond this life. And what should continue to fill us 
with joy within this text is the fact that Paul finishes up these thoughts by reminding us that we can 
achieve to this day if we will continue on strongly in our faiths. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not 
in vain in the Lord.” (15:58) 

2. This single verse should provide much hope and motivation to you when it comes to our enduring 
of the race of life that is set before us. This chapter has already laid out the great reward that 
awaits the faithful at the coming of Jesus with the resurrection from the dead and the giving of a 
new body, and now Paul is stating that we can experience this "victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” by being steadfast, immovable, and always abounding in His work. This brings us to the 
realization that only a prepared people will be ready to experience the glory of these types of new 
bodies on the day when Jesus returned.  

3. This won’t be a day that we will luck into, but it will be a day when all of the labors of faith in this 
life will find their fulfillment. Those days of disciplining our bodies for the sake of righteousness     
(I Corinthians 9:27) will be rewarded. Those decisions to daily die for Christ (I Corinthians 15:31) 
will be rewarded, and all of our work for the Lord during our lives will be seen as totally worth it 
once we see the glorious face of Jesus coming down in the clouds. That day might seem like only 
a dream, but we can have confidence that it will one day be a reality for us if we will never give up 
in our pursuits of serving the Lord daily.  

There are so many predictions and guesses concerning the coming of Jesus and the resurrection from 
the dead. They might produce some interesting discussions and debates, but at the end of the day there 
are only so many things that are revealed to us in Scripture. And yet those things that are revealed to us 
in Scripture are things that can and should fill us with great joy of expectation. We should look excitedly 
towards the resurrection for it is the final fulfillment of the Gospel. We can have confidence in it being a 
reality because of our belief in the reality of Jesus’s resurrection. We can long for those new bodies which 
will be powerful, glorious, and immortal, and lastly we can look to all of this with reasonable expectation 
because of our trust in Jesus and our faithfulness to the work that He has given us to do. As we go 
throughout this week, may we live in such a way that we are preparing ourselves for that great day, and 
may we live with the hope of Jesus coming quickly so that we might be with Him from that day on and 
forever more. 


