
Stuck Like Glue

God’s Plan For  
“’Til Death Do Us Part”



Nourishing, Cherishing, Respecting
• It all begins with love 
– Husbands, love your wives (25a) 
• Same word used describing Lord’s desire for our salvation 
• Thus… Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church 

Ephesians 5:22-33

“To have a 
preference for, wish 
well to, regard the 

welfare of”



Nourishing, Cherishing, Respecting
• It all begins with love 
– Christ formed a body with believers, united together 
– Husband forms a body with wife, united together 
• This body is nourished 
• This body is cherished

Ephesians 5:22-33

“Nurture, bring up, 
bring to maturity”

“Foster, comfort, 
provide tender care”

Both Words Used One Other 

Time In The Bible



• Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up (nourish) in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord – Ephesians 6:4 

• But we were gentle among you, like a nursing 
mother taking care of (cherish) her own children

Husband/Father Creates… 
• A home encouraging spiritual growth 
• A home promoting spiritual maturity 
• A home fostering a spiritual atmosphere



Nourishing, Cherishing, Respecting
• Leaving and Cleaving 
– Linked with the Genesis command 
–  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 

and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 

• Literally “forsake his father and mother” 

Ephesians 5:22-33



Nourishing, Cherishing, Respecting
• Leaving and Cleaving 
– Linked with the Genesis command 
–  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 

and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 

• Literally “forsake his father and mother”  
• Literally “sticks like glue to his wife”

Ephesians 5:22-33



Nourishing, Cherishing, Respecting
• Respect 
– However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, 

and let the wife see that she respects her husband 
• Defined: “Reverential obedience” 
• She has voluntarily submitted 
– Respect his work in creating a godly home

Ephesians 5:22-33



Stressing the Glue

• Children 
– A “Missing in Action” parent stresses the other 
• Children are a joint effort 

– Over attentiveness to a child creates stress 
– Fathers…remember Ephesians 6:4 
• A good marriage is part of “nurture and admonition” 

– Parents…learn to say no 
• Missing some activities has no negative impact 

• A bad home life does 

– Seize opportunities to “bond”



Stressing the Glue

• Work 
– Getting ahead never means leaving spouse behind 
• Economic comfort secondary to “marital comfort” 

– Always a danger of being consumed by what we do 
• Connected 24/7 

• Spouse wants you at dinner, not your workplace

As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness 
of riches choke the word, and it proves 
unfruitful. – Matt. 13:22



Stressing the Glue

• Friends 
–Men and women need same-gender friends 
– Outside friendships must never crowd one’s spouse 
• Time, calls, texts, outings are secondary to marriage 
• “Apart time” must be kept to a minimum 

– Danger in opposite-gender friendships 
• Never leave room for suspicion 



Stressing the Glue

• Time 
– Applies to every situation 
– Nourishing and cherishing requires time



Stressing the Glue

• “Stressers” also apply to relationship with Christ 
– If this suffers, earthly marriage will suffer 
– Christ must come first for all bonds to be strong!




