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• *READ I Corinthians 10:1-13* The most well known portion of this text is certainly verse 13. We are 

well familiar with the truths that are found within this verse that tell us that the temptations we face 
are not temptations that are common to all people. Even better news is that we have a God that is 
faithful to help provide us a way of escape from the temptations that we face in this life. This verse 
should fill us with great confidence by knowing that God has our backs when we face the attacks of 
the evil one in this life.  

• However, I think we miss one of the ways that God helps us to overcome temptations when we don’t 
consider this verse in its context. Notice with me that this verse comes on the heels of Paul writing 
about the struggles of the Israelites as they wandered in the wilderness before entering the promised 
land. Paul begins in verse 1 by speaking to all of the spiritual advantages and blessings the people 
had, and yet in verse 5 Paul writes that most of them displeased God and never made it into the 
land. Verses 6-10 then speak to the exact failings of the people. Some were idolaters, some were 
immoral, some tested God, and others grumbled against the goodness of God.  

• These difficulties that faced the people didn’t just happen, but they were recorded within the 
Scriptures and the reason for that happening is stated by Paul in verse 11, “Now these things 
happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come.” Paul then states that those who think they have it all figured out need to 
take careful attention to make sure that they don’t fall like those of old did. This consideration of the 
entirety of this context helps us to see that I Corinthians 10:13 can be learned through a 
consideration of things that took place within the Old Testament.  

• With this understanding of the usefulness of the Old Testament narratives in mind, I would like to 
consider the life of King Saul this morning. More specifically, I’d like to consider the downfall of King 
Saul. A reign that started off with such promise, eventually ends in great disappointment and 
heartache. But why? What about King Saul led to such a disastrous ending when things looked as if 
they could’ve been so successful? Let’s begin by simply looking at the story of his life, and then we 
will look at some lessons that can be learned from his sad story.  

I. The Story Of Saul 
A. From the smallest tribe of Israel. 

1. We are first introduced to Saul’s family in I Samuel 9. The text tells us that his father’s name 
was Kish and he was a man from the tribe of Benjamin. Benjamin was the smallest of all of the 
tribes of Israel in regards to it’s size. 

2. It also had a dark past that can be found in Judges 19-21. This is the account of the people of 
Benjamin taking and abusing a concubine of a Levite to the point of death. The other tribes 
rise against Benjamin and destroys Benjamin to the point that they were almost completely 
wiped out.  

3. Saul seems to realize that his families tribe wasn’t exactly the most prestigious seeing as how 
he tells Samuel when he comes to him, “Am I not a Benjamin, of the smallest of the tribes of 
Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then do you 
speak to me in this way?” (I Samuel 9:21) 

B. Confirmed as the anointed king three times. 
1. Saul might have been confused by Samuel coming to Him, but no less than three times do we see 

Saul being confirmed as the true anointed king of Israel. We first see this in I Samuel 9:14-16. In the 
midst of searching for a seer who could help him with finding some of his dad’s donkeys, Saul meets 
Samuel and this fulfills what God had said to him concerning who would be the king over His people. 
The Lord points out this man was Saul, and Samuel anoints Him. (I Samuel 9:15-17; 10:1) 



2. We secondly see this in I Samuel 10:17-24 as a lottery process was employed, and once again Saul 
was the one who literally stood out among the people. The last time we see this is in I Samuel 11 as 
the Spirit of God came upon Saul and helped him to rally the people in order to deliver       
Jabesh-gilead from the hands of the Ammonites. After these three occurrences, Samuel stands 
before all of the people and announces that Saul would indeed be their king. (I Samuel 12:1) 

C. Fit the mold of exactly what was wanted in a king. 
1. In the beginning of Saul’s story, we find out that Saul is a man who just looks like a king.            

I Samuel 9:2 tells us of Saul he was, “a choice and handsome man, and there was not a more 
handsome person than he among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and up he was taller 
than any of the people.”  

2. This same type of thing is pointed out in I Samuel 10:23,24 during the time of the tribe lottery 
when Saul stood up among the people and “he was taller than any of the people from his 
shoulders upward.” Samuel even tried to pump up the people by saying, “Do you see him 
whom the Lord has chosen? Surely there is no one like him among all the people.” This God 
the people excited and they began to shout, “Long live the king!” 

D. His reign began very well, and he experienced great success as king. 
1. Saul reigned for over four decades (42 years) (I Samuel 13:1), and much of what was done 

during his reign would be seen as being a great success. Saul was seen as a very powerful man 
of war and throughout his reign he experienced great success over the Ammonites, Philistines, 
Moabites, and Amalekites.  

2. One of the reasons that he was able to have such great success was because of his efforts in 
uniting the twelve tribes into a single powerful nation and force. For about 27 years Saul 
reigned thinking that he would reign for the foreseeable future without any worry of things 
going off the rails, but things were about to change. 

E. His fortunes changed when he disobeyed God. 
1. Saul’s first major blunder is found in I Samuel 13:5-14 as Israel is preparing themselves to fight 

against the Philistines. Saul goes to Gilgal where he is told by Samuel to wait for him. However, 
Samuel takes longer than how long he said he would, and Saul fails to be patient and wait. 
Instead, Saul decided that he would makes the offerings. As soon as he finished up, Samuel 
comes and Saul tries to make the excused that he felt as if he had to make the offerings in order 
for the Lord to be with them. (13:12) Samuel then rebukes Saul for acting foolishly and declares 
that Saul’s actions would lead God to not establish his kingdom forever. (13:13,14) 

2. We would hope that Saul would’ve learned his lesson, but he again disobeys God in I Samuel 15. 
God commands that Israel go up against the Amalekites and “utterly destroy all that he has, 
and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, 
camel, and donkey.” (15:3) However, upon defeating Agag and his forces, “Saul and the 
people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that 
was good, and were not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and 
worthless, that they utterly destroyed.” (15:9) Saul’s disobedience led the Lord to twice say 
that He regretted putting Saul up as king over Israel.  

F. Took his own life in a battle against the Philistines. 
1. Saul had many demons that he faced throughout the latter years of his reign, and if we are 

being honest then we need to admit that they were self-inflicted. Besides his guilt from sinning 
against God and the consequences that followed, Saul seemed to be a very insecure man that 
couldn’t deal with the presence of the man who would follow him as king in David. Sadly, we 
see David going from being a man in Saul’s inner court who helped to soothe him with music 
from the evil spirit that tormented him (I Samuel 16:23) to being a man that Saul wanted dead 
and gone. Saul’s actions poisoned his mind and brought him much grief.  



2. This jealousy and deterioration of his mind eventually led Saul to his end on the battlefield 
against the Philistines. The Lord was not with Saul or his family as He had been previously and 
this led to a major slaughter of all who were with Saul in battle. After being struck by numerous 
arrows, Saul instructs his shield bearer to take his life, but after he refuses Saul decides to fall on 
his own sword. (I Samuel 31:3-6) Thus ends the tragic life of a once promising king of Israel. 

II. Lesson We Can Learn From The Sad Story Of King Saul 
A. Our background doesn’t have to determine our future success or failure. 

1. Saul might have been from the smallest tribe in all of Israel, but that didn’t mean that he had 
to give up any hope of being something great or have success in a position that God 
appointed him to. As people, we are very quick to make judgments about people based upon 
where they come from, but we would do well to remember that those things don’t have any 
sort of absolute bearing on what we will do in the future.  

2. Jesus was from a little known town and family, but that of course didn’t stop Him from fulfilling 
God’s desires for Him in His ministry and mission on earth. (Matthew 3:17) Many of His 
disciples were just regular Joes who had regular jobs. They weren’t overly educated for the 
most part, but yet they still did amazing work for the Lord because they Lord was with them. 
(Acts 4:8-13)  What was the commonality among Jesus and His disciples? The commonality is 
that the Lord was with them, and the Lord was with Saul for some time during his reign as king. 

3. This should cause us to remember that our past isn’t the determining factor in what our future 
will be. Our future will be determined based upon whether God was with us, and whether or 
not God is with us will be determined by the type of mindset that we have towards our 
endeavors in this life. Will we be a people who lean upon God for strength or will we be a 
people who think that we have it all figured out and know what is best?  

B. We must guard against allowing success to drive us towards pride and arrogance 
1. Time and time again throughout the Scriptures we read of God’s desire for all people to be 

humble and lowly in heart.  
a) “For though the Lord is exalted, yet He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from 

afar.” (Psalm 138:6) 
b) “Good and upright is the Lord; Therefore He instructs sinners in the way. He leads the 

humble in justice, and He teaches the humble His way.” (Psalm 25:8,9) 
c) “Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit 

which He has made to dwell in us”? But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is 
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Submit therefore to God. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and 
weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 
in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.” (James 4:5-10) 

2. These three text simply show us that the Lord seeks and and remains with those who don’t 
over exalt themselves. This seems to be where Saul was when we first meet him back in            
I Samuel 9:21. Samuel comes to him speaking of him as a king and he is taken aback since he 
is really nobody from the least of the tribes. He recognized his own insignificance at this time, 
but unfortunately it seems as if this recognition quickly leaves him and it leads to him thinking 
that he knows what is best even if God or others have told him otherwise. Saul has some 
success on the battlefield, and it seems to lead him to having an overconfidence in his position 
and ability before God. This seems to be the catalyst for the sins that eventually lead to his 
downfall and losing of his throne. His pride and arrogance only led to trouble in his life, and 
we must recognize the same thing will be true in our lives if we allow them in to our minds. 



C. Our disobedience to God will only result in our own failures and downfall point 
1. In I Samuel 13, we read the first instance of Saul doing that which was not lawful in God’s sight 

when he offers the sacrifices that were only be offered by Samuel upon his arrival to ask for the 
Lord’s favor in their battle. Saul saw that Samuel wasn’t there, so he says that he “forced” 
himself to offer the sacrifices. After all, Saul was the king and the highest in all the land! He was 
God’s handpicked and anointed king! Why wouldn’t God be ok with such a thing? God was 
obviously not pleased with his disobedience, and for his actions he kingdom would be taken 
from his family. God’s disappointment in Saul was only furthered with his disobedience in not 
carrying out God’s commands concerning Amalek. Twice within that text we read God 
regretting that He had made Saul king. (I Samuel 15:11,35) Surely God regretting putting Saul 
in this position could only mean bad news for Saul, and it certainly did in the end. 

2. Disobedience to God on our behalf will only result in our own downfall, as well. We could search 
the Bible cover to cover and we will never find an instance where disobedience to God ever 
helped anyone in their life. Disobedience to God will only result in God leaving us just as He left 
Saul, and what a horrible existence to know that we don’t have the almighty God of heaven 
assisting us in life because we have refused to obey Him. Saul learned this the hardware, and 
hopefully we can learn from him so we don’t have to do the same type of learning. 

D. Jealousy is a life destroyer. 
1. Saul’s relationship with David started off very well. David was a trust part of Saul’s inner circle, 

he aided in soothing his mind, he was very close friends with his son Jonathan, and yet things 
all changed once David himself became successful. In I Samuel 18:5-15, we read of David 
having great success against the Philistines and the people were singing his praises. “Saul has 
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” (I Samuel 18:7) Hearing this, Saul was 
furious and allowed his mind to be polluted with thinking that David was after his throne. This 
along with the evil spirit from God caused Saul to act erratically throwing a spear at David’s 
head as he was trying to soothe him with his harp. (I Samuel 18:10,11) Saul sought to rid 
himself of David, but God continued to be with him and that only infuriated Saul all the more 
which lead to Saul seeking to take David’s life for much of the remainder of his life. 

2. Saul’s jealousy of God being with David and giving him success truly ruined his life, and we 
would do well to take heed that we not allow our own jealousies to do the same. Jealousy is 
mentioned among the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:20, and we realize this is the case 
because as James says, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 
every evil thing.” (James 3:16) If we allow for jealousies of others to enter into our minds then 
we can only expect for our lives to be caused much difficulty just as we see within the life of 
Saul. Instead, we ought to be happy for those who have success through their hard work and 
godly living. Our focus should stay within ourselves and do whatever we can do to be the best 
we can be. Our God will only judge us based upon our efforts to live righteously before Him.  

How sad it is to see the downfall of characters that we have contained within Scripture. This is especially 
true of those who had everything going for them up to the point where they make a wrong decision or 
turn their backs against God. King Saul certainly stands as such a person who wasted such promise, and 
it is through his story being recorded that we can learn these valuable lessons. May God help us to take 
these things to heart so that we might learn from his downfall instead of having to learn from our own.  


