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• *READ Mark 15:1-15* Up to this point we have seen Jesus betrayed and arrested in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. (Mark 14:44-53) We know that the Jewish leadership are behind this arrest, and we 
find them over the next few hours trying to find something by which they might be able to charge 
Jesus with that would allow them to take Him to the Romans to suffer the death penalty.             
(Mark 14:55) Unfortunately for them, they were not able to find any sort of consistent testimony that 
they were able to stick on Jesus.  

• It wasn’t until some stood up to bring to light Jesus’s statement about destroying the temple and 
rebuilding it in three days that they were able to really hone in on something they might actually have 
against Him. As they continue to badger Jesus about His claims, Jesus finally confirms their 
accusations of Him being the Chris, the Son of the Blessed One. “I am; and you shall see THE SON OF 
MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, AND COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” (Mark 14:62) 
Upon hearing these words, the High priest tears his clothes and pronounces Jesus as being a 
blasphemer who was worthy of death. From here we find the Jewish leaders taking Jesus to Pilate.  

• Pilate was the Roman governor over the area of Judea, and the Jews had to go through him if they 
wanted to exercise any sort of capital punishment. After bring Jesus to him, Pilate begins to 
interrogate Jesus to see just want he was dealing with. It becomes very clear to Pilate that Jesus was 
not guilty of any sort of crime that was deserving of death, and yet he had to walk a fine line between 
doing what he thought was right and keeping the peace within the land he ruled. History tells us that 
Pilate had ordered for the Jewish Temple treasury to be pillaged during a budget shortage within his 
territory. The Jews obviously revolted and some Jews were killed. In another instance, the Jews were 
so bothered by Pilate decorating his palace with idols that they appealed directly to Caesar. Caesar 
was not too thrilled to be bothered by such nuances and ordered Pilate to remove the idols. The 
relationship between Pilate and the Jews certainly was not a good one. Pilate already had two strikes 
against him, so Pilate had to really weigh and consider his next move in regards to how he handled 
this situation. The Jewish leadership was out for blood, and they were not going to stop until their 
goal was accomplished…the death of Jesus of Nazareth.  

• As we look back at the different accounts that have led up to this point, we might be quick to judge 
and become very frustrated or even angry with the Jews who were treating Jesus with such hatred 
and contempt. We might even harbor animosity towards Barabbas, who we will look at in greater 
detail here in just a moment, because the Jews riled up the crowd that he might be released even 
though he was truly worthy of punishment. However, I would like for us to take a step back this 
morning and consider the fact that we have a lot more in common with Barabbas than we might think 
on the surface. In fact, I would go so far as to say that in a sense each of us are Barabbas. Each of us 
have been in his shoes, and yet we will see what took place so that he might be spared of his 
impending and deserved death. Let’s begin by considering the text that we just read together a few 
moments ago from Mark 15:1-15. 

I. Before Jesus is led to the cross: 
A. Pilate seeks for a way to release the innocent Jesus. 

1. It didn’t take Pilate very long to recognize that Jesus was nowhere near worthy of being put to 
death. Luke’s account notes that after sending Jesus to Herod for examination, it was 
determined by both men that Jesus was not guilty of inciting the people in a rebellion. “Pilate 
summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to them, ‘You brought 
this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion and behold, having examined Him 
before you, I have found no guilt i this man regarding the charges which you make against  



Him. No, nor has Herod, for he sent Him back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death 
has been done by Him.’” (Luke 23:13-15) 

2. We can even see later on in the Gospel narratives that Pilate was so convinced of Jesus’s 
innocence that he symbolically washed his hands before the people as a sign that what was 
about to take place wasn’t by his will. “When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, 
but rather that a riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 
crowed, saying, ‘ I am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’”  (Matthew 27:24) 

3. Pilate knew to his very soul that this man that stood before Him was innocent, and he was doing 
everything he could to not have to go through with the wishes that had been put before him. His 
last ditch effort to save Jesus would come when he remembered his tradition of releasing to the 
people a man who was about to be put to death. (Mark 15:6) This releasing of a prisoner was 
done as an act of goodwill towards the Jews that he was governing. Surely Pilate was thinking 
that the people would desire to release this well known teacher who was known to have done 
such good amongst the people. To Pilate, this must’ve been a foolproof plan.  

B. Pilate offers up a known criminal and murderer instead of Jesus. 
1. This foolproof plan centered around the man that Pilate was going to put up against Jesus as 

one who could be released according to Pilates tradition of releasing a prisoner at the Passover. 
(Mark 15:6) The choice presented before the people was on one hand Jesus of Nazareth who 
we have already mentioned was a well known religious teacher. Though the Jewish leadership 
hated Him, the common person would’ve very much seen Jesus in a different light as He taught 
with a different authority and did many good deeds among the people of Israel.   

2. On the other hand Pilate puts up a man who was waiting to be executed on death row. 
Barabbas had been convicted of leading an insurrection or rebellion against Rome. This in an 
of itself might not seem all that bad in the eyes of the Jews for they hated Rome, but we are 
also told that he was also a murderer which means that Barabbas was exactly where he 
deserved and needed to be. Any Jew worth his weight in salt knew that God took the unlawful 
taking of life very seriously. They all knew what was said in Genesis 9:6, “Whoever sheds 
man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.” To 
anyone looking at this situation without bias, the choice of who should’ve gone free was very 
clear. There was truly only one man in this situation that was deserving of death.  

C. The crowd demands that Barabbas be released and Jesus be crucified. 
1. Unfortunately, Jesus was only in this situation because of bias and hatred. He was only facing the 

possibility of death because of the Jewish leadership’s complete and utter distain for Him. The 
crowd themselves might’ve seen the the clear and obvious choice, but Mark 15:11 tells us, “But 
the chief priest stirred up the crowd to ask him to release Barabbas for them instead.” 

2. Pilate’s hands were completely tied. He went into this thinking that Jesus would be the clear 
choice to release and set free, but the crowd overwhelmingly demanded that this terrorist be 
released to live and Jesus be condemned to death. Pilate one more time tries to reason with 
the crowd, but to no avail. “But Pilate said to them, ‘Why, what evil has He done?’ But they 
shouted all the more, ‘Crucify Him!’ Wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas 
for them, and having Jesus scourged, he haded Him over to be crucified.” (Mark 15:14,15) 
What we have following in each of the Gospels is the crucifixion and death of our Lord Jesus.  

II. How can we relate to Barabbas? 
A. We, too, are deserving of death because of our sin. 

1. While we might be people who are guilty of the same sins as Barabbas and deserving of being 
put to death by God’s agency of government, the reality is that all of us who have sinned 
against God by rebelling against His will are deserving of death. This principle is clearly seen in  



the words of Paul in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death.” Paul earlier in the letter to 
the Romans in speaking of the Gentiles echoes this same thought. “and although they know the 
ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death…” (Romans 1:32)  

2. When we sin we become worthy of death because we are rejecting fellowship with the one 
who is giving us life. God is the Giver of life and our rejection of Him is a rejection of life. 
Therefore, all that is left for us is death. Just as Barabbas was the one who was truly worthy of 
death because of his sins, so, too, when we sin we become worthy of death. God would be 
just in striking us dead in our sins just as we see Him doing at different points throughout the 
Bible. Thankfully, though God is just and loves justice, He is also long-suffering not wanting 
any of us to perish either here or in eternity. He not only wants us to come to repentance        
(II Peter 3:9), but He created the way for us to be reconciled back to Him and it all had to be 
done through Jesus’s sacrifice.  

B. Innocent Jesus was willing to die unjustly. 
1. At no point throughout any of the narratives of Jesus’s sham of a trial do we see our Lord 

putting up resistance to what was taking place. To any normal thinking person this would be 
insane! Who among us would be willing to to suffer as Jesus did knowing that we were truly 
innocent of any charges deserving of what we went through? We would be hiring the best 
defense attorney possible. We would be pleading our case to anyone who would give us an 
ear to listen. And yet we don’t see Jesus doing anything like this. We don’t see Him calling out 
false testimonies of those who stood against Him. Why is this the case?  

2. It all comes down to the fact that Jesus knew what He had been sent to this earth to do. In 
Philippians 2:5-8 as Paul is speaking about Jesus being willing to put the needs of others 
before His own desires or needs, Paul writes, “being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
Though Jesus knew this was what He had been sent to earth to do…that doesn’t mean He was 
greatly looking forward to it. In fact, we remember well the prayer of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane when He said, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I 
will, but as You will.” (Matthew 26:39) 

3. Yet we know that this was the will of God for His Son to suffer in this way. Which is why we see 
Jesus willingly go through what He goes through. Let’s also note that this was something that 
was prophesied for Him to do. It is hard for me to think about the crucifixion of Jesus without 
thinking about what is recorded for us in Isaiah 53. Specifically when speaking of Jesus 
willingly going through this suffering Isaiah 53:7 comes to mind. “He was oppressed and He 
was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a 
sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.” We must have it 
impressed upon our minds that Jesus went through what He went through willingly, and we’ll 
close by considering that He did it all for us.  

C. Innocent Jesus was willing to die so that the guilty and deserving of death might have the 
chance to live. 
1. We are like Barabbas in the fact that Jesus’s death is to our benefit. Like Barabbas we are 

guilty of sin and deserving of death, and yet just as Jesus’s condemnation of death led to 
Barabbas having a second chance of life, so are we given a second chance at life after our sins 
because of what Jesus went through. While this whole situation is beyond egregious in the fact 
that a truly innocent Man was condemned as a murderer, the reality is that this was all a part of 
God’s plan for mankind to be reconciled to Him.  

2. From nearly the very beginning, God has made it abundantly clear that the sin of mankind can 
only be rectified through the shedding of blood. “For the life of flesh is in the blood, and I 
have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by  



reason of the life that makes atonement.” (Leviticus 17:11) The writer of the letter to the 
Hebrews further affirms this principle when it is written, “And according to the Law, one may 
almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins.” (Hebrews 9:22) 

3. The simple reality is that sin demands blood in order for God’s just wrath to be satisfied. Paul 
recognized this as being the simple truth which is why He speaks of Jesus’s sacrifice being that 
which satisfies God’s wrath toward sin. “Much more then, having now been justified by His 
blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.” (Romans 5:9) While animals 
might have played their part in God’s plan for man’s salvation, the reality is that Jesus was always 
going to come as the perfect “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) 

4. How did Jesus accomplish such a thing? What was the purpose of Him being killed so that we 
might be spared? Again, I believe this is all seen in Isaiah 53. At least ten times throughout 
this single chapter, we find the inspired writer speaking of the benefits that we enjoy through 
this prophesied one giving Himself as He would. He carried out sorrows. He was pierced 
through for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. By His scourging we are 
healed. The Lord caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. Through His death He would 
justify the many. He would bear their iniquities. He would intercede for the transgressors.  

5. Every single thing Jesus was willing to go through was for our benefit so that we might have 
the opportunity to be reconciled back to God. He was willing to suffer a death He wasn’t 
deserving of so that we might be spared death. It was innocent Jesus being put to death as 
someone who was guilty of sin might be put to death that has allowed us to be purified of our 
sins. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” (II Corinthians 5:21) Peter echoes similar thoughts in                
I Peter 2:24 when he wrote, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.” Truly Jesus 
knew why He was doing what He was doing, and He did so willingly because of how much He 
loves us and how much He desires our reconciliation to His Father. 

We very well might harbor hard feelings towards Barabbas because we see him as receiving a pardon 
that he by no means was deserving of…which is exactly right and true. However, we must recognize that 
we, too, have been offered a pardon that we are in no way deserving of. Jesus’s death has provided us a 
means by which our sins can be forgiven and erased fully. We, like Barabbas, have been granted the 
opportunity at a second life. We have no idea what Barabbas did with his, but we hold all of the power in 
whether or not we will take advantage of what Jesus has done for us. May our heavenly Father help us to 
live each day with a strong appreciation for Jesus’s sacrifice, and may remember that we, too, are like 
Barabbas and have been given a great opportunity of new life. It all comes down to how we will take 
advantage of such an opportunity. May we do so only to the glory of our great and loving God.


