
I Corinthians 
15:1-4



If there was no 
Resurrection: 
•The Bible is 
not God's 
Word. 

• Jesus is not 
the Messiah. 

•Our faith is 
worthless.

We can have 
confidence in the 
resurrection: 
•Because of historical 
secular evidence. 
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“Nero fastened the guilt ... on a class hated for their 
abominations, called Christians by the populace. 
Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered 
the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at 
the hands of ... Pontius Pilatus, and a most 
mischievous superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first 
source of the evil, but even in Rome….” (Tacitus, 
Annals 15.44, cited in Strobel, The Case for Christ, 82.)
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“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if 
indeed one ought to call him a man. For he ... 
wrought surprising feats.... He was the Christ. When 
Pilate … condemned him to be crucified, those who 
had . . . come to love him did not give up their 
affection for him. On the third day he appeared ... 
restored to life.... And the tribe of Christians … has … 
not disappeared.” (Josephus, Antiquities 18.63-64, cited 
in Yamauchi, "Jesus Outside the New Testament", 212.)
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• Because the tomb 
was empty. 

• Because of the 
change in the 
apostles’ demeanor. 
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