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• *Read I Peter 5:8* You may have heard of a book called “The Screwtape Letters” written by C.S. Lewis. 

Some might have read it, and others may just be aware of the premise of the book. The book is set up as a 
series of letters that were written between a demon name Screwtape and his nephew Wormwood. These 
series of letters were written regarding a Christian man who these two demons were focusing on and trying 
to tempt to sin. It is Screwtape’s desire to train Wormwood in the art of temptation so that this Christian 
man might leave his faith. The book chronicles the high and lows of this man’s life and how Screwtape and 
Wormwood try to cause him to fail. This will be a book that I plan on reading this next year.  

• Let’s take this premise and idea and apply it to us. If Satan himself could write a letter stating his desires 
for our failure in the area of evangelism, what kinds of things would he include in that letter. It is His 
greatest desire to for us to fail in our faith and for Christianity to shrink to nothing. The easiest way for 
Christianity to shrink is for Christians to stop sharing the faith with those who are in need of God Grace. 
What would it take for that to happen? What would it take for us to harm instead of help our efforts in 
evangelism? Let me give you some suggestions as to what would be included in that letter that details 
Satan’s desires for our efforts in evangelism… 

I. Think that evangelism isn’t all that important.  
A. It is simple human nature for us to give time and attention to those things that we deem to be 

important to us. 
B. It is Satan’s desire for us to think as many things as possible are more important that evangelism. His 

hope is that we focus so much more on these others things that we give little to no time at all in 
sharing our faith with others.  

C. He wishes for us to see no importance at all in sharing our faith with others. We find so many other 
things of this life as more important then we will put our heart into them and not our duty as 
Christians. (Matt. 6:19-21) 

D. We must recognize that sharing our faith is of the utmost importance. All men are in need of God’s 
Grace because of their sin. (Rom. 3:23) That sin is worthy of punishment by death, but God offers 
salvation through faith in His Son. (Rom. 6:23) But man cannot not know how to have that eternal 
life if they are not taught. (Rom. 6:17,18) 

E. Satan would have us to thing that sharing our faith and the message of the Gospel isn’t important, but 
we must recognize that it truly the most important thing. May we treat it as such! 

II. Think that the Gospel has lost power and influence. 
A. Satan would love for Disciples of Jesus to fall into the trap of thinking that the Gospel no longer has 

the power to save souls or influence people for good.  
B. If Disciples come to believe that no good is being done by spreading the Gospel….then why would they 

put in the time, effort, and sacrifice to do so?  
C. But this just isn’t the case. It’s not that the Gospel has lost power….a soul is saved every single time 

the Gospel is heard and obeyed. The saving Grace of Jesus is batting 1,000, and the person who hears 
the Gospel, obeys the Gospel, & lives by the Gospel will go to heaven every single time! (Rom. 1:16) 

D. So if the problem isn't within the Gospel itself, then what could be the problem? The issue is in the fact 
that people have free will and sometimes they just aren’t willing to give it all up for God.  

E. Satan wants us to doubt God and His Gospel, but may we never lose hope in God’s perfect plan for 
man’s salvation! 

III.Fail to put in the effort to be able to teach the basics of faith.  
A. One of Satan’s favorite schemes for the lack of growth within the Kingdom of God is for disciples to not 

be able to teach and make other disciples.  
B. Just because a person learns the truth and obeys doesn't automatically mean that they can turn 

around and do the same thing right away. It takes time and effort to be able to sit down and walk 
someone through God’s plan for man’s salvation.  

C. What Satan wants is lazy Christians. He wants Christians who aren't willing to put in that time and 
effort to know how to answer the basic questions of salvation. He wants Christians who rely on their 
preacher or church leaders for all their answers. He want’s Christians who lack confidence because 
they've never put the effort into doing anything that would make the confident in their knowledge of 
God and His will for man’s salvation.  



D. He would love for us all to be like Christians in Hebrews 5:2-14 who were rebuked for not growing 
as they ought to be growing. We should, instead, follow the admonition to study diligently so that we 
might be able to know God’s Word as we ought to. (II Tim. 2:15) 

E. Satan wants lazy Christians, but God desires dedicated Disciples who will every diligent effort into 
learning and being able to teach the basics of faith to others.  

IV.Kill our influence through hypocrisy.  
A. Few things will kill evangelism and our influence on others than to play the hypocrite.  
B. Put yourself in the situation of the person trying to be taught the Gospel when the person telling you is 

actively teaching one thing and yet living another. Would you really want to commit yourself to a way 
of life that doesn't even seem to be doing anything for this person trying to teach you.  

C. It would be difficult to listen to this person teach against the speck in my eye while I’m having to doge 
the 2x4 that is about to hit me upside the head. (Matt. 7:1-5) 

D. I’m not saying that we can’t teach if we make mistakes at all. That’s not the case because we all make 
mistakes. I’m referring to a person who actively decides to live outside of God’s will knowing good and 
well that it is unlawful. Our influence for good on others will be minimal to nonexistent if we can’t 
discipline ourselves to do as we ought to.  

E. Satan would love for us to continue in sin and kill our influence. But our God calls us to a higher 
standard that strives to obey Him in all things. 

V. Unlovingly beat people over the head with the truth.  
A. The saying is true. People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.  
B. Satan wants for us not show people that we care about them at all. He would love for us to simply 

beat people over the head while we teach them. Sadly, Satan has had too much success with Disciples 
doing this very thing.  

C. Instead of lovingly teaching the truth of God’s Word, some would angrily and hatefully shove people 
into the Bible and truth.  

D. That is not our job. Our job and duty is to speak the truth in love for the purpose of building strong 
faiths that are built upon God’s Word. (Eph. 4:11-16) We should have the love for souls that the 
Apostle Paul had. He was a man who’s soul longed for the salvation of others and because of this he 
lead people to truth and then allowed for them to make their own decisions. We ought to be that type 
of a disciple.  

E. Satan would love for us to run people away from the truth by being hateful, but our job isn't to be 
hateful. It’s to lead people to the truth and then allow them to decide if they want to drink or not.  

VI.Treat others as lesser people because they haven't obeyed the Gospel.  
A. Satan would love for us to kill the power of evangelism by treating non-Christians a little more than 

dogs because they haven’t obeyed the Gospel.  
B. He would love for us to look down our noses at others as lesser because they're not Christians. He 

would love for us to not give them the time of day because they don’t live like we do. He would love 
for us to cause others to hate those “snooty” Christians because of our actions.  

C. The truth of the matter is that we are no better than they are. We are both broken people who have 
no hope in the world and are in total need of God’s Grace. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23) 

D. Ananias had the opportunity to fear Paul and not extend the truth to him, but thankfully he was willing 
to take the truth to Paul, while he was still Saul, and he was baptized into Jesus and his sins were 
forgiven. (Acts 16:22)  

E. Satan wants us to judge people because of their lack of obedience, but Jesus would have us remember 
that we were once that disobedient sinner in need of a Savior. May we remember that the only thing 
separating us from those people is the blood of Jesus Christ.  

Satan has many great desires for us in our effort in evangelism. Even just one of these points we have made 
this evening could be the difference between a lost soul hearing the truth and be saved or never hearing and 
being lost. May God help us to stand strong against Satan’s many schemes, and to fulfill our roles as 
Disciples….and make other Disciples. May God be honored and glorified in our efforts to spread the Gospel to 
a lost and dying world. 


