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• “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; who 

substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”  (Isaiah 5:20) This verse certainly applies to the current culture 
that we live in here in the United States of America, even though these words were penned some 2,700 years ago. 
We live in times where those things that are evil are called good, and those things that are good are pronounced 
evil. In no other way is this more true than with the hot button issues of our day today, abortion and homosexuality. 

• We live in a society where the ability to kill innocent unborn children is called something that is good, and the union 
of man and man or woman and woman is called is also called good. But it is not just that these things are called 
good, but that those who are opposed to such things are reprimanded and attacked as if they are the ones speaking 
evil. Those who fight to end infanticide or those who seek to protect God’s sacred institution of marriage are 
deemed as the evil side of the argument. 

• How in the world did we get to such a place? How is it that things such as abortion or homosexuality are now not 
just accepted but praised? How did we get to this place as a society? I’ll suggest that this is the case not just for 
these sins, but all sins accepted by society come to be this way when they are watered down from being sin, to 
simply being something that people do. This morning, I would like for us to consider the idea of the watering down 
of sin that has taken place over the past few years. There have been 4 things that have taken place in recent years 
that have really helped to water down the sinfulness of certain actions. 

I. Popularize the Sin 
A. There was a time when there were certain things that were universally looked down upon and accepted as 

being morally wrong. The taking of innocent human life and same sex relationships are two things that fall into 
that category. 
1. This isn’t to say that these things were not practiced because they have been for centuries, but they were 

not applauded and praised as they are today. 
2. There was a moral standard that was universally held by the vast majority of people. They understood the 

evil of killing the innocent and the unnatural nature of homosexuality. This moral standard was rooted in the 
Bible. Many maybe even most respected the moral code of God. (Rom. 1:28ff & I Cor. 6:9,10)

3. It was shameful for an a woman to have it publicly known that she had had an abortion, and those who 
practiced homosexuality had to do so in the closet. They didn't want their deeds to be exposed. 

B. Oh how different things are today! Instead of abortion being looked down upon and homosexuality done in 
secret, these things are now done in the open because they have been popularized. 
1. No longer is abortion or homosexuality taboo…. no not all! Instead, it is popularized by many of the rich 

and famous and the national media. 
2. Marches are organized to promote the normalization of abortion and homosexuality. 
3. Individuals will proudly declare that they have had abortions or they will openly display their homosexual 

practices. 
4. Those things which were once done in secret are now front and center in the public spotlight. No longer is 

the closet needed. No longer is there a need for secrets because the sin has been popularized. 
5. All the while, those who stand for God’s truths are being called the minority. Therefore, the shameful nature 

of sin is being watered down in the name of “everyone is doing it!”

II. Legalize the Sin 
A. The United States’ Government has never been a theocracy, but many of its laws were written based upon 

Biblically inspired principles that were a part of the universally accepted moral code. 
1. It was not legal for women to kill their babies because that was recognized as murder. 
2. It was not legal for men to marry men or for women to marry women because it was recognized as 

unnatural and immoral. 
3. For many years, these things and others remained illegal and unlawful because of the recognition that they 

were wrong. 
B. If you want to change the perception of something being wrong…one of the best things you can do is make it legal. 

1. Abortion was made legal, with some regulations, in January of 1973. 
2. Just this year, the Supreme court ruled that homosexual marriage must be permissible in all states. 



3. These rulings were a result of politicians pandering to the desires of those wanting the freedom to do as 
they please regardless of the moral implications. 

4. But it isn't just the fact that these things are now legal, but that there is a great push for those who speak 
out against such things to be shut up by “hate speech” laws. 

5. Sadly, God’s original design for marriage has been greatly changed. No longer does government reward the 
righteous and punish the wicked (Rom. 13:3,4), but instead things have been turned on their head and those 
who stand up for the good are called bigots, close minded, and hateful. 

III. Normalize the Sin 
A. Once sin is popularized and legalized, then it is time for it to simply become a normal everyday thing in society. 

1. Think about the issue of homosexuality specifically. Think about the evolution of it.  
2. Remember that at one point, those practicing homosexuality had to do in the secret place. They had to hide 

their actions from the publics eye. 
3. Today’s public environment couldn't be any different. Now their are parades that celebrate the acceptance of 

homosexuality as a lifestyle. 
4. The parades, social media efforts, and other actions have done nothing but try to show the normal nature of 

homosexuality and other actions that we see as being sinful. 
B. The truth is that just because something is normal doesn't mean that it is right. 

1. It seems to normal to to know of people have sexual relationships outside of marriage, but we recognize 
that to be sinful before God because He has only blessed the marriage bed. (Heb. 13:4)

2. It is normal to see drunk people out on the street, at sporting events, or musical concerts, but that doesn't 
mean that it is right. Those who do such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God. (I Cor. 6:10)

3. It is normal to see people walking around scantily clad and drawing and drawing unneeded attention to their 
bodies, but that doesn't mean that God approves. (I Tim. 2:9,10)

4. There are a lot of things that we see everyday that we might consider normal, but that does not lessen the 
serious nature of the sin in the eyes of the God fearing. However, that is exactly what Satan wants. He wants 
for sin to become normal so that people will not recognize it as sin, but recognize it as a normal part of 
society. 

IV. Euphemize the Sin 
A. Finally, once sin is popular, legal, and normal, those who support it will try to take the edge off of it. They will try 

to not make it so polarizing by euphemizing it to a degree. 
1. For the abortionist, abortion is the killing of a baby human. Instead, it is the removal and discarding of a fetus.
2. It is not the hurting of another’s body, but it is the cleansing of the woman’s body. 
3. It is not murder, it is simply a woman’s choice to make.
4. Homosexuality is not something that is unnatural, it is just an alternate lifestyle. 
5. Homosexuality isn't a perversion, but it is instead the evolution of love among human beings. 

B. Just as Isaiah wrote all those years ago, humans want to turn that which is sin into something that isn't really all 
that bad. The bitterness of sin has been mellowed out by the thought that if it is popular, legal, and normal then it 
shouldn’t be something that is frowned up. How will we stand up in times such as these?
1. The world will hate us for our stand against sin. But we must remember we are not standing up against sin 

or our sakes, but we are standing up boldly for the name of Christ. 
2. Jesus encouraged The Twelve to stand strong in the face of persecution. (Matt. 10:22)
3. We, as well, must stand strong as citizens of a kingdom where these things are not acceptable.                      

(Matt. 5:10-12) 
4. Our role to play is of being salt and light. We must stand out from this world and do our part to influence it 

for God. (Matt. 5:13-16)
5. We must never water down the seriousness of sin, but we must call sin sin and stand where God calls us to stand. 

Not much seems to have changed in the last 2,700 years. Men still try to water down and deemphasize the serious 
nature of sin. Sin will separate us from God, and we must remind ourselves and teach others about the horrible nature 
of it. May God help us all to remain strong in the face of opposition and never be willing to back down from the fight 
between Good and evil. May God be our Rock and our Strength in times such as these. May God be gloried in our fight 
to do what is right in His sight. 


