
Romans 11:13-16



Jealousy: It’s Complicated 
Jealousy Rebuked 
Zēlos: excitement of mind, ardor, fervor of spirit; 
an envious and contentious rivalry, jealousy 
Jealous: feeling or showing envy of someone or 
their achievements and advantages. 
Envy: a feeling of discontented or resentful 
longing aroused by someone else's possessions, 
qualities, or luck. 
Negative Context:                                                    
I Corinthians 3:3                                                       
II Corinthians 12:20 



“For my part, brothers and sisters, I was not 
able to speak to you as spiritual people but as 
people of the flesh, as babies in Christ. I gave 
you milk to drink, not solid food, since you were 
not yet ready for it. In fact, you are still not 
ready, because you are still worldly. For since 
there is envy and strife among you, are you not 
worldly and behaving like mere humans?”          
(I Corinthians 3:3)



“For I fear that perhaps when I come I will not 
find you to be what I want, and you may not 
find me to be what you want. Perhaps there 
will be quarreling, jealousy, angry outbursts, 
selfish ambitions, slander, gossip, arrogance, 
and disorder.” (II Corinthians 12:20)
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Jealousy: It’s Complicated 
Jealousy Rebuked 
Jealousy of God 
Qana’: to envy, be jealous, be envious, zealous; to 
provoke to jealous anger, cause jealousy 
Qanna’: jealous (only of God) 
Divine Context:                                                 
Qana’ - Deuteronomy 32:16;                                            
I Kings 14:22; Psalm 78:56-68;                          
Zechariah 1:14; 8:2                                           
Qanna’ - Exodus 20:5; 34:14;                          
Deuteronomy 4:24; 5:9; 6:15



“They provoked His jealousy with different 
gods; they enraged Him with detestable 
practices.” (Deuteronomy 32:16)



“Judah did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. 
They provoked him to jealous anger more than 
all that their ancestors had done with the sins 
they committed.” (I Kings 14:22)



“But they rebelliously tested the Most High 
God, for they did not keep His decrees. They 
treacherously turned away like their ancestors; 
they became warped like a faulty bow. They 
enraged Him with their high places and 
provoked His jealousy with their carved 
images." (Psalm 78:56-58)



“So the angel who was speaking with me said, 
“Proclaim: The Lord of Armies says: I am 
extremely jealous for Jerusalem and Zion.”       
(Zechariah 1:14)



“The Lord of Armies says this: “I am extremely 
jealous for Zion; I am jealous for her with great 
wrath.” (Zechariah 8:2)



“Do not bow in worship to them, and do not 
serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a 
jealous God, bringing the consequences of the 
fathers’ iniquity on the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me…”     
(Exodus 20:5)



“Because the Lord is jealous for His reputation, 
you are never to bow down to another god. 
He is a jealous God." (Exodus 34:14)



“For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a 
jealous God.” (Deuteronomy 4:24)



“Do not bow in worship to them, and do not 
serve them, because I, the Lord your God, am 
a jealous God, bringing the consequences of 
the fathers’ iniquity on the children to the third 
and fourth generations of those who hate 
Me…” (Deuteronomy 5:9)



“for the Lord your God, who is among you, 
is a jealous God. Otherwise, the Lord your 
God will become angry with you and obliterate 
you from the face of the earth.”                                 
(Deuteronomy 6:15)
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Jealousy: It’s Complicated 
Jealousy Rebuked 
Jealousy of God 
Jealousy Desired 
Parazēloō: to stimulate alongside, to excite to 
rivalry, to provoke to emulation 

Desired Context:                                                 
Romans 10:19; 11:11,14



“But I ask, “Did Israel not understand?” First, 
Moses said, I will make you jealous of those 
who are not a nation; I will make you angry by 
a nation that lacks understanding.”                    
(Romans 10:19)



“I ask, then, have they stumbled so as to fall? 
Absolutely not! On the contrary, by their 
transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles 
to make Israel jealous." (Romans 11:11)



“Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Insofar as 
I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry, if I might somehow make my own 
people jealous and save some of them.”           
(Romans 11:13,14)
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Jealousy: It’s Complicated 
Application Thoughts 
Appreciation for what we have & a genuine joy for 
the blessings of other are the best safeguards 
against jealousy and envy. 
The same jealousy & zeal that causes God to so 
greatly pursue us is the same jealousy & zeal that 
ought to cause us to greatly pursue Him.



Jealousy: It’s Complicated

Jealousy for our God 
should destroy any ounce 
of jealousy we might have 
towards our fellow man.


