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I’ve made this point already on a number of occasions in our studies in Mark, but let me again express that I 
believe Mark is writing this Gospel in such a way that he purposefully sets up contrasts that he wants for us to 
recognize and acknowledge. One of the most prominent contrasts that I believe he wants us to see is that 
between the belief of the Gentiles and the disbelief of those who should have been the quickest to 
acknowledge His incredible nature. I am convinced that this is something Mark wants us to see because he 
continues to highlight the struggle of disbelief on the part of the Jewish leadership, the physical family of 
Jesus, and even His own disciples time and time again.  

Our last study in Mark’s Gospel that looked at the healing of the little Gentile girl, this healing of the mute and 
deaf man, and the feeding of the (at least somewhat) Gentile multitude showed us that the Gentiles were always a 
part of God’s plan for the salvation of mankind. Jesus not only spent time in and around Gentiles because there 
were times when the Jewish people and leaders rejected Him, but He also did so because God was always going 
to have them as recipients of His gracious mercy through the Gospel. To many this might be surprising, but 
maybe even more surprising might be the positive reception that many of these Gentiles had towards Jesus. The 
text we just read together shows us that they were astonished by what Jesus had done and couldn’t help 
themselves from speaking about the amazing deeds He did. They were willing to allow Jesus’s miraculous power 
to lead them to the proper conclusion that Jesus truly was special and able to do all things well.  

Our text for this morning is going to further highlight the struggle of the disciples and the Pharisees, and it is 
also going to give us insight into the source of their struggles. What could cause them to not see Jesus for who 
He truly was? This is a question that I believe Mark is guiding us to through the way he has structured this 
Gospel account, and we’ll see that he is also going to answer this question for us by recording a pretty odd 
miracle that Jesus is going to perform at the end of our text for this morning as He heals a man of his 
blindness. Just as has been the case on numerous occasions up to this point, this healing of the blind man 
symbolizes a much greater feat that Jesus is seeking to accomplish while here on the earth as the Father’s great 
Servant, and that feat is to bring healing to those who are spiritually blind. Let’s read about this together, 
consider possible sources of spiritual blindness, and then conclude with what Jesus intended to teach through 
the healing of the blind man at Bethsaida. Mark wants to highlight these struggles as a way of warning the 
reader than blinding our hearts towards Jesus will only ever keep us from seeing who He truly is and 
experiencing the power that He truly possesses.  

Mark 8:1-26 
A. Short Term Memory Loss (Mark 8:1-10) 

1. This second story of the miraculous feeding of thousands of people does a great job of ending Mark’s 
focus on Jesus’s ministry and care for Gentiles while also refocusing the reader on the shortcomings of 
Jesus’s disciples. We are told that “in those days” (8:1), which seem to be the days that Jesus spend 
in the Decapolis which was known as Rome away from Rome, there is a familiar situation of Jesus 
being followed by a large crowd that was now in need of feeding. Very similarly to the account of a 
large feeding in 6:30-44, Jesus has compassion on them and indicates that they are in need of 
feeding since they wound’t make it home to feed themselves.  

2. Let’s recall, this is nearly the exactly same situation as that previous feeding which might lead us to 
believe that Jesus’s disciples would step up and have confidence in Jesus doing the exact same thing 
that He had done back in wilderness. Here is their second chance to remember what they have seen in 
Jesus and ready themselves to see something incredible. Yet instead…they seem to forget what they 
have seen not too much earlier. They have what I can only think of is short term memory loss for they 
say, “Where can anyone get enough bread here in this desolate place to feed these people?” (8:4) 

3. There they are missing it again! They have literally already seen Jesus in this exact same scenario fulfill 
the needs of the multitudes to complete satisfaction, and yet they for some reason fail to remember 
what Jesus has previously done and they are blinded to what He could actually do in this moment. I 
can’t help but recall the numerous occasions from my recent studies in the Old Testament Torah/ 



Pentateuch in Exodus, Numbers, and Leviticus where the people of Israel were guilty of the same kind 
of short term memory loss that blinded them from seeing the opportunities for God to provide fully for 
their needs. They found themselves in need of water or food, and instead of simply going to God for 
provisions they would complain and raise issues against Moses. How did this cause God to feel? He 
burned with frustration and anger, and we’re going to see in just a few moments how the continued 
forgetful and blinded hearts of the disciples would leave Jesus with similar feelings of frustration.  

B. Jesus On Your Own Terms (Mark 8:11-13) 
1. There would also be frustration on the part of Jesus towards the Pharisees who would come up against 

Him once He has crossed back over to western shore of the sea of Galilee at Dalmanutha. Let’s also 
recall that Jesus left them licking their wounds in 7:1-13 from strong rebukes that He had leveled 
against them because of their unfaithfulness to God. They now come to Jesus and demand that He 
give them a bonafide sign from heaven and not something unimpressive like a healing. They wanted 
something extraordinary to be shown before their eyes in order to believe in His special nature. 

2. Notice Jesus’s response to their request in 8:12, “Sighing deeply in His spirit…” We just saw similar 
language in 7:34 as He healed the mute and deaf man, but this sigh seems different. We must infer 
that this sign is surely one of disappointment because the people had already seen signs from Jesus, 
and Mark informs us that this request was nothing more than a test for Jesus (8:11) Again, their friends 
the Scribes had already seen Jesus clearly heal a paralyzed man who had been dropped down through 
the ceiling in 2:1-12, but they are now demanding that Jesus do things are their own terms in order 
for them to give Him as chance as being legitimate.  

3. Jesus obviously isn’t going to have any of it based upon His response of, “Why does this generation 
demand a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.” (8:12) We might wonder 
why Jesus wound’t give them something to suffice them, but the reality is that these people were so 
blind that nothing would suffice them. This is clearly going to be seen in Jesus’s resurrection…the 
greatest sign from heaven of all! Additionally, Jesus didn’t come to earth to be jerked around by blind 
leaders of the blind in order to do whatever it was they desired. He came to fulfill the prophesied 
ministry of the Messiah which was ordained by God the Father. Jesus was to give them what they 
needed & not simply what they wanted. He was among them on His Father’s terms and not their own. 

C.  Focused Elsewhere (Mark 8:14-21) 
1. This frustrating interaction with these men led Jesus to get back into the boat and go again to the 

other side of the Sea of Galilee. As they are on their way, to what will eventually be Bethsaida, the 
disciples are worried about the fact that they had forgotten to properly prepare for this leg of their 
journey. They are without enough bread and Jesus, knowing this, using the opportunity to offer a 
strong warning against what they had just witnessed with the Pharisees. “Watch out! Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” (8:15) 

2. Instead of putting two and two together, the disciples grow even more concerned with their lack of 
bread which against prompts a strong response from Jesus. “Why are you discussing the fact you 
have no bread? Don’t you understand or comprehend? Do you have hardened hearts? Do you have 
eyes and not see; do you have ears and not hear? And do you not remember?” (8:17,18) Jesus is 
trying to use the current situation to offer a strong warning against the unbelief of the Pharisees and all 
they can think about is what they are currently lacking! Their minds were not focused on what was 
most important in that moment…the spiritual bread that Jesus was trying to feed them! 

3. What makes this even more disappointing is they were even focused on a perceived lack of food 
considering they had just witnessed Jesus feed 4,000 people with very little food. I believe that should 
have clued them into the understanding that Jesus could easily provide for their small number. And 
yet, they are found to be men who have eyes that do not see and ears that cannot hear. They are 
found to be the very people Jesus was sent to this world to heal as was prophesied by Isaiah in Isaiah 
35. Jesus certainly wanted them to understand this since He specifically brings up the prior miraculous 
feeding instances! “And do you not remember?” Is the question posed by Jesus.  



4. Obviously they were not remembering and that can be attributed to their focus being off target by the 
temporary issue of lacking bread. This ties in well with the first point about their forgetfulness. If they 
would have only remembered the provisions of Jesus then they wouldn’t have fretted over having what 
they thought was as insufficiency of food. They would have remember the 19 total baskets of leftovers 
they had collected from these two feedings. Not only had Jesus satisfied the hunger, but He did so 
overwhelmingly. Yet, they had forgotten and instead had put their focus in the complete wrong place. 
They were entirely focused on the flesh while forgetting the spiritual bread that was before them. 

D. Vision Test (Mark 8:22-26) 
1. Mark then ties this all together with the unique miracle that Jesus performs in Bethsaida concerning 

the blind man. This blind many is brought to Jesus, and people are begging that he be healed by 
Jesus. The miracle Worker takes the man by the hand, leads him out of town, spits on his eyes, and 
upon the laying on of His hands He asks the man if he could see. The man says that he could see 
partially, but that all of the people look like trees…meaning that everything was blurry. Jesus then puts 
His hands on the man again, and He asks the same question which this time is answered with an 
affirmative that he is able to see clearly. As Jesus has done before, He tells the same to go straight 
home and not to even go into the village. 

2. This story has puzzled people throughout the ages because it is so different than the vast majority of 
Jesus’s miracles. Often Jesus heals and the affects are immediate, but here the healing takes place in 
stages. That has led some to speculate the Jesus actually failed in the original healing. Others have 
stated that there was a lack of belief on the part of those in Bethsaida or a lack of belief on the part of 
the man caused this original failed healing. However, I believe that these speculations completely 
missing the point of what has taken place. Instead, I believe Jesus heals in this way very purposefully 
and Mark records it to emphasize the issues that are at hand in regards to the spiritual blindness of 
those who have just recently been highlighted in this Gospel account.  

3. Consider that this man is seen in three stages. He is blind, he can then partially see, and then he is 
completely healed and receives clear sight. Haven’t we seen those spiritual stages of blindness within 
this text this morning? The Pharisees were seemingly completely blind to who Jesus was because they 
refused to see anything but what they wanted to see. They wanted Jesus on their terms and are shown 
to be just like this man when he first comes to Jesus…blind and without sight.  

4. Then here are the disciples who themselves are blind…at least partially. Yes, they are following Jesus and 
supporting His ministry, but they are not fully grasping exactly what it is that he is trying to accomplish or 
teach in this ministry. They are seeing it with blurry vision, and not grasping the full and clear picture. They 
are not yet like the man who is finally able to see clearly, but they are working their way towards that point, 
and a bit step in that direction will come in our next study as Peter makes the good confession of who 
Jesus is. However, we’ll again see that he’s not seeing totally clearly yet based upon a quick stumble he 
makes soon after that confession. They’re on their way, but it is a process and they’ll need more time before 
they overcome their spiritual blindness and are able to see Jesus in full clarity as the divine Son of God.  

Application Questions 
A. Are we quick to forget the goodness of Jesus in our own lives? 

1. It is so easy for us to rag on the disciples for their constant gaffs and shortcomings, but we would do well 
to take heed lest we fall on account of our arrogance. We, too, can be guilty of short term memory loss 
when it comes to forgetting the goodness of Jesus within our own lives. We need to have the mindset of 
David from Psalm 103:1,2 as wrote, “My soul, bless the Lord, and all that is within me, bless His holy 
name. My soul, bless the Lord, and do not forget all His benefits.”  

2. Contextually, David is focusing on the forgiveness of sin that comes through God, and we can be 
forgetful of that wonderful feeling of knowing that we are free from the guilt of sin. We can forget how 
wonderful that feels and allow ourselves to drift back into the grips of temptation and sin. Could we find 
ourselves spiritually blind towards what Jesus expects of us because we forget everything He has done 
for us leading up to where we are now? We must not forget and again be blind! 



B. Do we try to shape Jesus into who we want Him to be? 
1. We could also find ourselves in spiritual blindness and not able to see Jesus for who He truly is by 

constantly trying to mold Jesus into who we want Him to be in our own minds. We come to Scripture 
and we try to read into Jesus in the text what we want to be there. We twist and distort as best we can, 
and if we can’t make our desired Jesus fit then we just turn a blind eye to Him altogether. He’s not giving 
us what we want so we refuse to give Him what He wants…our hearts. 

2. There are so many caricatures of Jesus that people have within their minds. They see Him as the big 
smiling long hair and blued eyed man with two thumbs up who is approving of whatever it is that they 
want to do. Hippie Jesus seems to be a popular Jesus in our day and age. And yet, that version of Jesus 
and any version of Him that isn’t faithful to Scripture is a farce and benefits no one. No would will ever be 
led in His light if they are blinded to who He truly is and what He desires of them to do. If we’re trying to 
mold Him into our image instead of being molded into His image then we will never be able to see Him 
as He truly is and benefit from what He can truly do.  

C. Do we miss Jesus altogether because our focus is on the world?  
1. Lastly, we might be blinded to Jesus and missing out on His blessings because we’re too focused on 

other things of the world. We don’t see Jesus because we never actually focus our eyes on Him, who He 
is, and what He desires. Again, this ties into our first point and question because we can easily find 
ourselves focused on the things of the world because we have forgotten that He cares for us and will 
provide for our needs. We come upon a legitimate struggle or difficulty, but we forget that Jesus is 
powerful enough to provide or strengthen us to overcome. Our focus becomes set upon the size of the 
difficulty and not the powerful nature of our Lord.  

2. Or it could be that we simply value the things of the world over what it is that we gain in Christ. If we 
are focused on prospering in this life as if this experience is all we exist for…then we truly are blinded 
to the fact that Jesus came to give us something far better than what this life has to offer! Again, the 
disciples were focused on physical bread and missed out on the spiritual bread of Jesus. Do we find 
ourselves focused on this physical life to the point that we miss out on the enteral life that Jesus seeks 
to give us? If our focus is not where it needs to be then we won’t see Jesus and benefit from His love, 
grace, and mercy towards us.  

Main Point/Conclusion: Blinded hearts will never be able to see Jesus for who He truly is.  

The bottomline is we must get our eyes up and focus them on Jesus! We must not allow forgetfulness, 
selfishness, or worry to cause us to not see Jesus, not see who He truly is, and therefore not benefit from the 
tremendous work He was sent to this earth to achieve for us. We must open and focus our hearts on Him, and 
see everything He desires and has on offer for us as God’s incredible Servant!  

However, let’s not become discouraged if we find ourselves still seeing some things in a blurry fashion simply 
because of a lack of years in the faith or ignorance for some reason. If we see something lacking then focus in 
on that especially and grow so you can see things more clearly! Don’t give up, but continue to strive for greater 
knowledge, trust, and faith in God and His Son. I am confident that you can overcome spiritual blindness or 
blurriness with His help because that is exactly what He came to this earth to confront and overcome! May we 
put away our blinded hearts so that we can see Him for exactly who He is…the Son of God, our Savior, & Lord!


