BE BRAV




WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?

* One of our greatest challenges is found in the command to preach the
gospel. It is, by design, a convicting, challenging, and exclusive
message — so how do we expect people to respond to it?!
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» Paul and his traveling companions knew what they were getting when
they went out. The dangers were made very clear (Acts 9:15-16,
14:19-22).

* | wonder if we have become a little naive today about the cost of
discipleship. Many things come easy to us, and we are easily
discouraged by roadblocks and failures — how many unfinished craft
projects, backyard ideas, musical instruments, and exercise
gimmicks litter your home? But both Jesus (Matt. 10:34-39) and His
disciples (1 Pet. 4:12-16) anticipated a rough road.



ACTS — THE GREAT ADVENTURE

* Time does not allow us to consider all of the adventures and
misfortunes of the early disciples, but it'’s important to keep the “big
picture” in mind before considering a few specific examples.
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knew what was awaiting them in cities and villages around the Roman
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 When Paul and others went about preaching the gospel, they rarely
knew what was awaiting them in cities and villages around the Roman
Empire. Some communities welcomed them warmly (even believing
them to be gods, like in Lystra), others were less receptive (to the
point of open hostility, like the craftsmen of Ephesus or the Jewish
mob in Thessalonica).

* Alesson for us is that our challenges don't realty follow a script.
Evangelism requires us to think on our toes, bravely and boldly
answering each person accordingly (Col. 4:2-6, 1 Pet. 3:15).



FELIX, WHO FEARED THE MESSAGE



* Acts 24:24-26

* Not all people come to a Bible
study for the right reasons.
Watch out for ulterior motives
and predators!
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* His fears came when he heard
about ‘righteousness, self-
control, and judgment’ — all
subjects that equally disturb
modern man! What prevents any
of us from totally committing, or
overcoming our fears?




THE ATHENIANS. WHU BELIE
EVERYTHING AND NOTHING




* Acts 17:16ff

* These were the smartest people
in the world, yet their approach
to religion never led to answers
(2 Tim. 3:7, 1 Cor. 1:26ff).
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* These were the smartest people
in the world, yet their approach
to religion never led to answers
(2 Tim. 3:7, 1 Cor. 1:26ff).

* Paul was not intimidated by their
intelligence, but spoke to them
as if the gospel not only
belonged there, but provided the
answers they needed most!
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SERGIUS PAULUS,
A MAN OF INTELLIGENCE




* Acts 13:6-12

* Even the smartest people can be
duped by a man who claims to
have all the answers. However,
give Sergius Paulus credit for
having a humble, truth-seeking
heart.
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* Even the smartest people can be
duped by a man who claims to
have all the answers. However,
give Sergius Paulus credit for
having a humble, truth-seeking
heart.

* Even after witnessing a miracle
the proconsul believed because
of the teaching.




