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THE THEME: 
Trailblazers For        

The Faith 
All Signs Point to Jesus



Jacob 
A Trailblazer 
with Purpose

Jacob wrestles with God



Jacob 
A Trailblazer 
with Purpose

(Genesis 32:22-31)
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Main Lesson Text 

Genesis 32:22-31 

Focus: Jacob was part of God’s plan 
to bring Jesus into the world. He 
was willing to wrestle an angel to 
be blessed.
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Introduction
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Background 

Jacob’s story begins in Genesis 
25:19 
  (Genesis 25:19-20) 

Isaac and Rebekah blessed with 
twins 
  Genesis 25:21-22
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Background 

Two nations would begin with 
the twin brothers, Esau and 
Jacob 
  Genesis 25:23 

Esau and Jacob were very 
different 
  Genesis 25:24-26
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Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “supplant” as 

  1)  to supersede (another) especially by force or 
 treachery 
  2)  to take the place of and serve as a substitute for 
 especially by reason of superior excellence or 
 power 
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Background 

Esau, a skillful hunter, a man of 
the field; but Jacob, a mild man, 
dwelling in tents. 
  Genesis 25:27 

Esau sells his birthright to Jacob 

  Genesis 25:29-33
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Background 

Parents’ favoritism: 
Isaac loved esau but Rebekah 
loved Jacob 

  Genesis 25:27 

Jacob steals Esau’s blessing 

  Genesis 27



Jacob: A Trailblazer with 
Purpose

Reap what you sow 

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 
8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the 
flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to 
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 
life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:7-9  NKJV)
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Lesson 

Fast forward to genesis 32
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Lesson 

“And he arose that night and took his two 
wives, his two female servants, and his 
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of 
Jabbok. 23 He took them, sent them over 
the brook, and sent over what he had.” 
(Genesis 32:22-23  NKJV)





Jacob: A Trailblazer with 
Purpose

Lesson 

“And he arose that night and took his two 
wives, his two female servants, and his 
eleven sons, and crossed over the ford of 
Jabbok. 23 He took them, sent them over 
the brook, and sent over what he had.” 
(Genesis 32:22-23  NKJV)
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“ford” defined as 

1)  a shallow place in a river or stream allowing one to 
     walk or drive across. 
2)  (of a person or vehicle) cross (a river or stream) at 
     a shallow place. 
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Lesson 

Jacob wrestles until break of 
day 
  Genesis 32:24-25 

Jacob blessed with new name, 
“Israel” 
  Genesis 32:26-28
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Lesson 
“He took his brother by the heel in the 
womb, And in his strength he struggled 
with God. 4 Yes, he struggled with the 
Angel and prevailed; 
He wept, and sought favor from Him. 
He found Him in Bethel, And there He 
spoke to us—”   (Hosea 12:3-4  NKJV)
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A Change in Name 

Jacob has a new name and a new 
limp 
  Genesis 32:30-31
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Application 

Jacob’s story began with 
deception and sin, and ends as a 
story of honesty and 
reconciliation
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Application 

When selfishness leads to sin, 
we need humiliation
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Application 

Accepting god’s lordship in your 
life will help you to reconcile 
with your family/loved ones
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Application 

God wants us to lead our family 
and friends to Christ. We can 
only do this if we are in a right 
relationship with god
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A New Name 

Examples of those given new 
names: 
▪ Abram to Abraham (Gen. 17:5) 
▪  Sarai to Sarah (Gen. 17:15) 

▪  Simon to Peter (Matt. 17:17-18)
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A New Name 

This change in name reflects a 
deeper change. The old life is 
finished. A new life is beginning.



Jacob: A Trailblazer with 
Purpose

A New Name 
“The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, 
And all kings your glory. You shall be called 
by a new name, Which the mouth of the 
LORD will name.” 
(Isaiah 62:2  NKJV)
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A New Name 

“…the disciples were first called Christians 
in Antioch..” 
(Acts 11:26  NKJV)
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A New Name 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
manna to eat. And I will give him a white 
stone, and on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows except him 
who receives it.”’ 
(Revelation 2:17  NKJV)
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A New Name 

In the process of becoming a 
Christian, when we are 
baptized, we receive a new name. 
We become Christians
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Conclusion 
Is your story similar to Jacob’s 
story? 

Maybe your wrestling with 
problems 

Don’t give up…God can bless 
you, too!
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Discussion Questions: 
  1. How has a past failure shaped who you are and 
       where you are today? 
  2. Are there any relationships you need to mend in 
       your family? What steps can you take to begin 
       the process? 
  3. With what are you wrestling in your own life?
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Discussion Questions: 

 4. What would you be willing to do to receive 

      God’s blessing? 
  5. How has your life changed since you were 
       baptized into Christ? 
  6. In what ways is your life blazing a trail for 
      family or friends to follow?


