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“Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might”

Unity In The Cross
My good friend, Ralph Walker, recently gave me a book by Mark Templer entitled The Cross of the Savior. I’ve just 
begun to read it, but it looks very good. The back cover promises “a fresh perspective on the cross of Jesus. The message 
of the cross was perplexing to Jews and Gentiles alike–a scandalous stumbling block to the Jews and a meaningless act of 
self-sacrifice to the Gentiles,” writes Templer. “But to us as Christians it is power and wisdom of God, the focal point of 
our faith. It is the light that shines in our darkest night. It is the hope that keeps us sane when all are losing their heads. It 
is our lifeline when we are drowning in the muck. It is our only hope in a dark and sinful world.”
In the first chapter Templer writes about Jesus prayer for the unity of the disciples from John 17 when Jesus petitioned the 
Father for himself as he faced the cross, for the disciples as they lived in the world, and for all future believers that they 
might be one. Regarding the later, He prayed… “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in 
Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, 
so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be 
one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You 
sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me” (John 17:29-23, NASU)
There are several important facts we learn from these verses.
(1) The Cross reminds us that Jesus cares about us. He prayed for us. Not just for himself, or the present day disciples, 
but for all future disciples. He went to the cross with us in mind. The cross shouts to a cynical, unbelieving word, “Jesus 
cares!”
(2) The Message of Christ is Embodied in the Cross. Everyone who becomes a Believer will do so through the apostles’ 
teaching. The gospel. Or as Paul put it “the word of the Cross.” The cross was not just a mere instrument of execution. 
Nor is it simply a symbol of Christianity. It proclaims a powerful message. A message of faith, hope, and salvation from 
sin by the blood of Jesus.
(3) The Cross Calls us to oneness in Christ. Templer observes that “Jesus came to this earth to build a community of 
Believers…” We are a Family. God’s Family. One family.
The Bible affirms that God’s plan in the cross was to destroy the barrier between Jews and Gentiles and make them one in 
Him (Eph 2:14-17). In fact, all social, economic, gender and racial distinctions are eradicated in the cross. “All are one in 
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26-29)
(4) The Cross is a Message of Love. The cross is the ultimate expression of God’s unconditional love for all people. But 
as Templer observes the cross also reminds us that Christians are to be “bound together by an unbreakable love.”
Just a few hours prior to this prayer Jesus taught the disciples that their love for one another was a badge of discipleship. 

Through the unity of their love the world would know they belonged to Him 
(John 13:34-35). He challenged them and us “to love each other as I have 
loved you” (Jn 15:12).
The  kind  of  unity  that  Jesus  desires  among  believers  today  is  not 
accomplished by blindly following traditions, or begrudgingly subscribing to 
the same doctrinal positions. It is based on love. His love. Divine love.
Love produces peace. Is manifest in mutual consideration. Expresses itself in 
kindness  and  courtesy.  Issues  itself  in  forgiveness.  And is  surrounded by 
grace  and  mercy.  “Let  brotherly  love  continue”  admonished  the  Hebrew 
writer. After all, love is the very means by which we enjoy unity in the cross.

-Ken Weliever, thepreachersword.com

We are so grateful that you have 
made the decision to join our 
family, today, as we worship our 
Almighty God!  If  you have any 
questions or inquiries, please 
feel free to ask any of our 
members and we would be 
more happy to answer as best 
we can!  Please accept our 
invitation to join us, again, 
when you have the opportunity.
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Speaker:
Nick angel
Sunday AM Notes  11-8-2015

“The _______________ of Bible ____________ 
to my _________ and ___________________ 
so that I am __________ like ___________.”                              

- Max Dawson
•Application is….. “the __________ of _________ something 

into ____________.”

•The Bible teaches us ________ is right, how to _______ 

right, and how to ________ right. 

•I am ____________ for my part in ____________ the body. 

•The ultimate goal is to be __________ lik ___________. 

Ephesians 4:11-16
***To edify means to __________ _____. 



Speaker:
Nick angel
Sunday PM Notes  11-8-2015

***Considering the ______________ of me, not the ___________ of the 

________________. (II Thessalonians 2:15)

The Good
• Traditions that ________ God’s __________ to be ________________.

• Traditions that are ______________ in their ___________. 

The Bad
• Traditions that ______ ____________ the ______________ of God.

• Traditions that are _______ longer ________________. 

The Ugly
• Traditions that are __________ on __________ with God’s _________.

• Traditions that cause _____________ to be ____________. 



Our Shepherds

Weekly Attendance
Last Sunday AM Worship.........117
Last Sunday PM Worship..........86
Last Wednesday Bible Study.....107

In Our Prayers
November 8, 2015

Pleasant Plains News
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(731) 695-7949
dbarke41@yahoo.com

(731)225-3207
cnewton2@gmail.com
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rbwaddell@eplus.net

Jeff Cisco

Shane Cisco

Brent Holt

Danny Sheffield

Bruce Weidner

(731) 217-2186
jdcisco@charter.net

(901) 232-3807
scisco2@eplus.net

(731) 616-7811
bd21holt@eplus.net

(731) 394-8825
Bobssalvage@yahoo.com

(901) 647-6859
bweidner@eplus.net

Our Deacons

Nick Angel
                 

Our Preacher
(423) 310-8272

nickangelvfl@gmail.com

Times of Worship & Bible Study
Sunday:    
9:30 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Worship Service: You 
can expect heart felt singing, 
reverent prayer, preaching from the 
Word of God, a focused and 
reverent observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, and an opportunity for the 
saints of Pleasant Plains to give 
back to the Lord. 
5:00 PM Worship Service
Wednesday: 
7:00 PM Bible Study and Worship

Daily Bible Reading For This Week: Ezekiel 31-45; Psalm 86, 87, 135; John 11-15
Please make an effort to be in daily reading and meditation of God’s Word! It’s never too late 
to join your brothers and sisters of Pleasant Plains as we dive into God’s Word. Read the Old 
Testament, Psalms, New Testament or any combination of the three and glorify God in your 
study and growth in 2015!

Area Gospel Meetings & Events
๏ No known are meetings.

Upcoming Pleasant Plains’     
Bible Studies & Events

Song Practice - December 6th 
at the Angel’s house directly 
following evening service.Song 
Leaders: please be thinking 
about songs that you would like 
to learn/practice. 
Men’s Bible Class - December 
5th at Panera Bread at 7:30am. 
Ladies Class - December’s 
class details to be announced 
soon
Young People ’s Study - 
November 22nd at the Angel’s 
Home directly following our 
evening service.

RECENT ADDITIONS/UPDATES:
-Family of Daniel Ellis… Daniel was 
recently murdered while on duty as a 
police officer in Richmond, KY. He 
was a member of the East End 
Church of Christ in Lexington and 
leaves behind a wife and 3 yr old son. 
Please remember that family and 
church in your prayers. 
-Barbara Leonard…really struggling 
with her health. Please be praying for 
her and let’s see what we can to to 
assist her with food or other needs. 
-Keller Stephens (Kathy Raines’ 
Uncle)…please continue your 
prayers for Keller that he is able to 
recover to the extent that he can be 
baptized into the Body of Christ.
CONTINUED PRAYERS:
***Our expecting mothers: 
Melanie Siedenstrang, Melessa 
Sain, & Spring McDonald.***
-Christian Shadburn…20 yr. old 
Christian battling cancer. 
-Stephanie Still (Becky Waddell’s  
cousin)… dealing with numerous 
health issues. 
-Robin Hill….. battling cancer.
-Jamie Neal and family (Nancy 
Phillips’ friend)..Battling Melanoma.
-Ashley Pickens (Brent Holt’s 
cousin)… Battling Cancer.
-Louise Stitt (Amy Gailey’s mother)
… Battling leukemia..
-Pray for the work of this church.  
The fields are white and we need 
to be hard at work to spread the 
Gospel to as many lost souls as 
possible.
-Men and women making the 
sacrifice to protect the freedoms 
of this country. 
***If you have any updates or 
additions to the prayer list, please 
see Nick (in person, phone call, text, 
or email) so we can keep the bulletin 
up to date.***
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