
November  15,  2015

“Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might”

Word of the Week: Discernment
In The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey tells the story about riding the subway in New York City early one 
Sunday morning.  People were resting or reading.  It was a calm and peaceful ride. Suddenly a man entered the subway car 
and the whole scene changed.    His children were loud, rambunctious, and generally disrupting what had been a tranquil 
morning. Yet, the dad sat idly by seemingly oblivious to the situation. Covey said he was irritated at the man’s insensitivity of 
the other people around him. Finally Covey said “Sir, your children are really disturbing a lot of people. I wonder if you 
couldn’t control them a little more?” “The man lifted his gaze.” Covey wrote, “as if to come to a consciousness of the 
situation for the first time and said softly, ‘Oh, you’re right. I guess I should do something about it. We just came from the 
hospital where their mother died about an hour ago. I don’t know what to think, and I guess they don’t know how to handle it 
either.'”
Our word of the week is discernment. Discernment provides a paradigm shift. Gives insight. Facilitates judgment. Increases 
understanding.   And dictates discretion. Paul’s prayer for the Philippian brethren was that their love and knowledge might 
manifest itself in discernment. “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 
discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of 
Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God” (Phil 1:9-10) 
This is the only time the Greek word, translated discernment, appears in the New Testament. Dr. Thayer says it  means, 
“perception, not only by the senses but also by the intellect.” A. T. Robertson defines it as “delicate spiritual perception.”
The commentator William Hendricksen writes about this verse that ” Love should be judicious. This keen discernment or 
perception, born of experience, is the ability of mind and heart to separate not only the good from the bad, but also the 
important from the unimportant, in each case choosing the former and rejecting the latter. This is, indeed, necessary. A person 
who possesses love but lacks discernment may reveal a great deal of eagerness and enthusiasm. He may donate to all kinds of 
causes. His motives may be worthy and his intentions honorable, yet he may be doing more harm than good. Also, such an 
individual may at times be misled doctrinally. There must have been a good reason why Paul here stressed the necessity of 
abounding in love “with full knowledge and keen discernment.”
Knowledge is learning what God has said and done, but discernment is understanding why God said it or did it. The Bible 
says that God “made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of Israel (Ps 103:7). The people got to see what God 
did, but Moses was able to understand why. Discernment aids in answering the “why” questions of life. Briefly, here are 5 
additional benefits of developing the gift of discernment or spiritual perception.
(1) Discernment assists us in getting our priorities straight (Matt 6:33). We can see that spiritual values take precedent 
over material matters.
(2) Discernment causes us to love God more (Eph 3:18). Our knowledge, wisdom and spiritual experiences lead to a deeper 
insight into the depth of God’s love, grace and mercy.

(3) Discernment aids in resisting temptation (Jas 1:12-15). No longer are we 
a slave to our desires and the devil’s devices. We can see temptation coming 
before we’re entrapped in it.
(4) Discernment helps us handle the trials of life (Jas 2:2). The struggles of 
life take on a new meaning and give us a different perspective.
(5) Discernment protects us from error (Matt 7:15). It’s ability to see the 
wolf masquerading in sheep’s clothing.
Growing in knowledge is important. But developing discernment is critical to 
spiritual growth and spiritual success.

-Ken Weliever, thepreachersword.com

We are so grateful that you have 
made the decision to join our 
family, today, as we worship our 
Almighty God!  If  you have any 
questions or inquiries, please 
feel free to ask any of our 
members and we would be 
more happy to answer as best 
we can!  Please accept our 
invitation to join us, again, 
when you have the opportunity.
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Speaker:
Nick angel
Sunday AM Notes  11-15-2015

Titus 2:11-14
Past: God’s Grace has ____________ us _______________. 

Present: God’s Grace ____________ us in _______________. 

Future: God’s Grace ________ us to look __________ in _______.



Speaker:
Nick angel
Sunday PM Notes  11-15-2015

John 8:1-11
Praise ________ and ____________ for Their _______________. 

I am _____________ to make sure that my ____________ are 

________ when it comes to ________. 

I need to ________ even more in the _____________ of _______. 

Seeing Jesus’s handling of this woman & her sins 

________ me to have __________ that I can get 

_______ my own _______. 



Our Shepherds

Weekly Attendance
Last Sunday AM Worship.........117
Last Sunday PM Worship..........98
Last Wednesday Bible Study.....89

In Our Prayers
November, 15, 2015
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Times of Worship & Bible Study
Sunday:    
9:30 AM Bible Study 
10:30 AM Worship Service: You 
can expect heart felt singing, 
reverent prayer, preaching from the 
Word of God, a focused and 
reverent observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, and an opportunity for the 
saints of Pleasant Plains to give 
back to the Lord. 
5:00 PM Worship Service
Wednesday: 
7:00 PM Bible Study and Worship

Daily Bible Reading For This Week: Ezekiel 46-48; Daniel 1-12; Psalm 88, 91; John 16-20
Please make an effort to be in daily reading and meditation of God’s Word! It’s never too late 
to join your brothers and sisters of Pleasant Plains as we dive into God’s Word. Read the Old 
Testament, Psalms, New Testament or any combination of the three and glorify God in your 
study and growth in 2015!

Area Gospel Meetings & Events
๏Seeing God Through Science: 
A Study with Buddy Payne at the 
East Shelby Church of Christ…
December 5th, 6th. Saturday 
Singing at 4:00 & Study at 4:30. 

Upcoming Pleasant Plains’     
Bible Studies & Events

Song Practice - December 6th 
at the Angel’s house directly 
following evening service.Song 
Leaders: please be thinking 
about songs that you would like 
to learn/practice. 
Men’s Bible Class - December 
5th at Panera Bread at 7:30am. 
Ladies Class - December’s 
class details to be announced 
soon
Young People ’s Study - 
November 22nd at the Angel’s 
Home directly following our 
evening service.

RECENT ADDITIONS/UPDATES:
-Christy Bennett’s Nephew Logan…
back in the hospital dealing with severe 
pneumonia that is very dangerous for 
him to have with his other health 
issues. This little boy & his family could 
greatly use our prayers.
-Family of Daniel Ellis… Daniel was 
recently murdered while on duty as a 
police officer in Richmond, KY. He 
was a member of the East End 
Church of Christ in Lexington and 
leaves behind a wife and 3 yr old son. 
Please remember that family and 
church in your prayers. 
-Barbara Leonard…really struggling 
with her health. Please be praying for 
her and let’s see what we can to to 
assist her with food or other needs. 
-Keller Stephens (Kathy Raines’ 
Uncle)…please continue your 
prayers for Keller that he is able to 
recover to the extent that he can be 
baptized into the Body of Christ.
CONTINUED PRAYERS:
***Our expecting mothers: 
Melanie Siedenstrang, Melessa 
Sain, & Spring McDonald.***
-Christian Shadburn…20 yr. old 
Christian battling cancer. 
-Stephanie Still (Becky Waddell’s  
cousin)… dealing with numerous 
health issues. 
-Robin Hill….. battling cancer.
-Jamie Neal and family (Nancy 
Phillips’ friend)..Battling Melanoma.
-Ashley Pickens (Brent Holt’s 
cousin)… Battling Cancer.
-Louise Stitt (Amy Gailey’s mother)
… Battling leukemia..
-Pray for the work of this church.  
The fields are white & we need to be 
hard at work to spread the Gospel to 
as many lost souls as possible.
-Men & women making the sacrifice to 
protect the freedoms of this country. 
***If you have any updates or additions 
to the prayer list, please see Nick (in 
person, phone call, text, or email) so 
we can keep the bulletin up to date.***
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