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• The Bible is the most popular, yet one of the most misunderstood books that exist, today. Its a big book made up of 

many smaller books and letters, and it is written by many different men over the span of hundreds of years. It was 
written in three different languages and across three different continents. I just don’t get how people could not put it 
all together….  

• Ok… just kidding! It makes complete sense why some people have a difficult time figuring the book out and finding 
the overall theme. Some people would say that it is nothing more than a self-help book to live a better and more 
fulfilling life. Others would describe it as being an outdated rule book that no one should really give much attention 
to. And then some others would say that its just a story book involving the same stuff that you would see on a mid-
day soap opera.  

• However, I would suggest that the Bible is much more than any of those things. While it does give wise advice, while 
it is old, and while it does include some pretty dramatic accounts….it is so much more than just simply those things.  
This morning I’d look for us to look at The Big Picture of the Bible. Many times we miss seeing the forest because 
we’re focused on a single tree. Let’s consider what the Bible is all about for just a few minutes this morning, and I’ll 
begin by suggesting that the Big Picture of the Bible focuses entirely around God’s Plan for Man’s Redemption.  

I. God created mankind for the purpose of fellowship. 
A. In the beginning, God created everything and it was good. (Gen. 1:31) 

1. That which was good included man and God’s relationship with him.  
2. God made man in His own image having a soul. The difference being that we are a spiritual being that was 

housed inside a physical body. (Gen. 1:27) 
3. They literally walked in the midst of God. (Gen. 3:8) 

B. This spiritual fellowship was built upon love and obedience.  
1. In the beginning, the law was simple: Adam was to cultivate and keep the land. He was able to eat of tree 

except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen. 2:15-17) 
2. If he abstained and obeyed then he would live, but if he ate and disobeyed, he would surely die. (Gen. 2:17) 
3. Through obedience fellowship with God would continue on.  

II. Man sinned and broke that fellowship with God. 
A. Sadly, the man and woman broke God’s commandment, their eyes were opened to sin, and they were banished 

from the presence of God. (Gen. 3) 
B. Through this sin, all men were introduced to good and evil and sin was made available to all. (Rom. 5:12) 
C. Sin causes a great separation to take place between the sinful man and the Holy God of Heaven.  

1. God is perfectly holy, meaning that He is free from any sort of evil.  
2. Because God is holy, He cannot be joined to anything that is sinful. “For You are not a God who take please in 

wickedness; No evil dwells with You.” (Psa. 5:4) “God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.” (I John 1:5) 
3. Then we must consider God’s perfect justice that is part of His holiness. God said that if they sinned then they 

would die. Because God is holy, He must carry that out or else He would be a liar.  
4. We can trust that anything God says will come to pass.  

III.God prepared a way for restored fellowship with man through the sacrifice of life. 
A. Justice is not the only part of God’s holiness, but love is a major factor as well.  

1. These attributes are perfect concerning our God. (Psalm 33:4,5) 
2. They are the very foundation of His throne. (Psa. 89:14) 
3. God is patient and loving and He doesn't want anyone to perish. (II Peter 3:9) 

B. While the sinful must be punished, God created a way, from even before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4), 
for the sinner to be reconciled back to God. There must be a price paid, and that price is life.  
1. The Hebrew writer puts in plainly that “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Heb. 9:22) 
2. This was something that was true from the very beginning. Going all the way back to the garden, we see 

blood having to be shed for the sins of Adam and Eve. (Gen. 3:7,21) 



3. From this point on we see animal sacrifices being necessary for sins. In the Law of Moses, animal sacrifices 
played a huge part when it came to the atonement (payment) for sins. (Lev. 17:11)  

4. The Day of Atonement was the annual day when the Children of Israel would offer the sacrifices for their sins 
and they would be cleansed of their sins before the Lord. (Lev. 16:30) 

5. The sin offerings of atonement were continually made through the history of the Law of Moses.  

IV. Jesus became that ultimate sacrifice for mankind to be restored back to God. 
A. Unfortunately, the blood of bulls and goats could only do so much when it came to sins. (Heb. 10:4) 
B. Again, God had a plan to have a final sacrifice made for all of mankind through the ultimate sacrifice. 

1. John made this strong proclamation as Jesus came to him, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins 
of the world!” (John 1:29) 

2. John recognized that the fulfillment of many prophecies were about to take place with Jesus coming on the scene.   
3. All the way back from God’s pronouncements upon Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:15), to the time of Abraham and 

God’s promises to him (Gen. 12:3), and to the prophecies of Isaiah (Isa. 53) God has been preparing the way 
from the arrival of this perfect sacrifice that would take away the sins of the world.  

C. The blood of Jesus that was shed through His death was the perfect atonement for the sins of man.  
1. The blood of bulls and goats could only do so much, but the blood of Jesus could do it all. (Heb. 9:11-18) 
2. His perfect life qualified Him as the perfect sacrifice for sins. (I Peter 1:18,19) 
3. Only through the blood of Jesus can man be fully cleansed of his sins. 

V. The sinner must obey God’s will and take advantage of Jesus’s sacrifice in order to be in fellowship with God, again.  
A. Every person must “die” in order to be raised just as Jesus was raised. 

1. We are all dead mean walking already, but we must put that man of sin to death in order for our new life in 
Jesus to begin. “For if we died with Him we will also live with Him.” (II Tim. 2:11) 

2. So how does that happen? How does we die with Christ in order that we might be raised with Him? 
B. Paul’s letter to the Romans answers all of these questions for us. (Rom. 6) 

1. We die to sin when we are baptized in faith. (v.1) 
2. We are baptized into His death. (v.3) 
3. We are buried into His death when we are baptized. (v.4) 
4. We are untied in the likeness of His death. (v.5) 
5. Our old self is crucified with Him. (v.6) 
6. We are freed from sin. (v.7) 
7. We shall live with Christ. (v.8) 
8. We are dead to sin. (v.11) 
9. We are alive from the dead and we are not instruments of righteousness. (v.13) 
10. All of these things happen when we come to Jesus on His terms of faith baptism in water so that His blood 

can cleanse us of our sins.  

Each and every person who knows the difference between right and wrong, who has committed the wrong, and who has 
never obeyed the Gospel is in the same situation. They need the blood of Jesus. This plan, as we have seen, has been 
from even before the very beginning. God wants you to come back into spiritual fellowship with Him. God wants you to 
be His child. May He help us all to humble ourselves and take advantage of the shed blood of the Perfect Lamb of God 
by seeing the big picture of the bible and obeying His will. 


