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• Paul’s letter to the Romans is widely considered to be one of the most theologically challenging books of the entire New 

Testament. I certainly would agree with the deep level of theological content that is found within the book, but I don’t 
know if Paul’s intent was to dumbfound the Romans or any others that might read his letter. Recently, I heard another 
Gospel preacher discussing the book of Romans, and he made the point that Paul seems to be focusing and stressing the 
unity that should exist between the Jews and Gentiles that were within this church.  

• The dynamics of this church were quite different from anything that we could probably find today. This church was a 
mixture of Jews and Gentiles that have come from completely different backgrounds and systems of belief. The Jews 
had been known for hundreds of years as the specified people of God. They had been a special people that God had 
taken for Himself. The Gentiles, on the other hand, were often reviled by the Jews as being pagans and heathens. You 
could imagine the hard feelings that could be had from either side of this situation. Paul, assumedly knowing of the 
troubles of the church, pens this thoughtful and deep letter with the purpose in mind of what we find in Romans 
15:13-16. Our Daily Bible Reading for the past few weeks has been in Paul’s letter to the Romans and we want to 
consider his plea to them for unity this evening with a brief overview of this letter and some thoughts for us to consider. 

I. United in Sin: All have sinned. (1-3:23) 
A. There seems to have been a big conflict among the Jews and the Gentiles about the righteousness of one group, the 

other, or both. Paul begins the letter by laying out the fact that each group is guilty of sin.  
1. Paul, after his greeting, speaks of his obligation to those outside of physical Israel. (1:13,14) 
2. He pronounces that the Gospel is for all people Greeks included because they are in sin. (1:16-33) 
3. The Jews might want boast in the wickedness of the Gentiles, but Paul wasn't going to let that happen because 

he also convicts the Jews of being in sin. They had no right to elevate themselves. (2:1-3, 22-24) 
B. Paul then convicts both groups of sin together. 

1. He begins this with stating that God shows partiality. Sin is sin regardless of who commits it. (2:11) 
2. The Jews had advantages as the people of God, but that didn't make them any less guilty of their sins. (3:1-4) 
3. The truth was that all people have sinned. Whether Jew or Gentile, all people are guilty of sin and they had not 

right, either side, to try to act superior towards one another. (3:23) 
4. They were united in their guilt of sin and they needed to acknowledge their common helplessness before God. 

II. United in Salvation: All can be saved. (3:20-6) 
A. Just as they were both guilty of sin, they were both able to be saved.  

1. They needed to recognize that Jesus had died for all people. Paul made first mention of that in 1:16 and he 
continues that though through the next bit of his letter.  

2. The Jews might still have that superiority complex as “God’s People”, but Paul wanted the to understand that 
they were not justified by their works of the Law. (3:21-30) 

3. Paul gets really serious when he uses Abraham as an example that circumcision wasn't the end all be all. 
(4:1-13) 

4. Faith and obedience were the justifiers, not the Law. (5:1-6) 
B. They were both saved by the same method.  

1. Each people had to adhere to faith and obedience.  
2. Once they had obeyed, they had to continue on as Christ would have for them to live. (6:1-11) 
3. Sin was no longer to reign over them, but they were to be slaves to God and righteousness.  
4. They were to be joined together and united in their common salvation in Jesus Christ.  

III.United in Covenant: All under Christ. (7) 
A. Many of the Jews were so deeply entrenched in their faith in the Law that they had a hard time accepting the 

covenant of Christ with the Gentiles.  
1. Very easy to imagine them having spats over the Law and the Gentiles now being in fellowship with them in faith. 
2. They had to recognize that they were all under the same covenant now within Christ Jesus.  

B. They were joined together through Christ’s death.  
1. Paul uses the illustration of the marriage bond to help them understand the fact that they were no longer bound 

to the Law. (7:1-3) 
2. Now that they had died to the Law, they were joined together in Jesus Christ and the Gentiles were able to enjoy 

that fellowship with them. (7:4-6) 
3. This would have been hard for some of these Jews to accept, but they had to get past the Law in order to be 

unified with their Gentile brothers and sisters in Jesus.  



IV. United in Mind: All of the Spirit. (8) 
A. The Jews had always seen the Gentiles as fleshly pagans, but now they could become those very things if they 

wouldn't set their minds on the spirit. The flesh led to death.  
1. Those who live according to the flesh would be consumed by the flesh, but Paul wanted them all to live 

according to the spirit. (8:5-13) 
2. If they lived according to the flesh then they would die, but if they lived according to the spirit they would live.  

B. Living according to the Spirit would allow both groups to be protected by the mighty hand of God.  
1. God would protect the faithful, regardless of which side they fell on. God will protect that person who loves 

Him. (8:28) 
2. The Jews and the Gentiles needed to recognized the unity that could be found thinking as the Spirit would have 

for them to think and loving God.  
V. United in Nationality: All of Spiritual Israel. (9-11) 

A. One of the Jews greatest grievances would have been the fact that they were the descendants of Abraham and they 
should have special privilege because of that.  
1. That just wasn't the case anymore. Now anyone who would be led by the Spirit of God would be called sons of God. (8:14-17) 
2. Paul states that it was no longer about blood, but it was about faith in regards to who would be sons of God. (9:6-8) 
3. Even circumcision wasn't the be all end all because Abraham was faithful before he was commanded to be circumcised. (4:9-12) 
4. Paul wanted Israel to be saved, but it was up to them whether or not they would obey the Lord and seek 

righteousness in Christ Jesus. (10:1-10) 
B. God had not rejected Israel as a whole, but He rejected and cut off those who had disbelieved. (11) 

1. God has always kept a remnant for Himself within His people. Those who believed would continue on, but those 
who rejected God would be rejected themselves. (11:1-11) 

2. The Gentiles were not to act haughty as if they were something special. They were not the original people, but 
they were allowed to be grafted into the original tree of God. (11:16-24) 

3. They were not to look down on one another for either reason, but they were to be united in the spiritual Israel, 
the Kingdom of Christ.  

VI. United in Practice: All of Christ. (12 & 13) 
A. They would be united in living according to the standard of Jesus Christ.  

1. Paul urges them to live according to the will of God and Christ, not the will of the world. (12:1,2) 
2. They were both to use their gifts in an acceptable manner. (12:4-8) 
3. They were both to live a righteous life. (12:9-13:14) 
4. They were to have the same mind toward one another and not become haughty or hateful. (12:16) 
5. This was able to be done when they showed love for their neighbors and one another. (13:10) 

B. There were no longer different standards, but the lone standard of Jesus Christ.  
1. The Jews no longer lived according to the law, but the law was fulfilled in their love for one another. (13:10) 
2. The Gentiles were no longer these defiled outsiders, but they too could live according to love and the covenant 

that was found in Christ Jesus.  
3. They were to be unified through their lives in Christ.  

VII.Unity in Diversity: All respect judgements. (14-15:13) 
A. There seems to have been much contention concerning different consciences that had been brought over from the 

Law and previous lives into the new Christian lives of these Jews and Gentiles.  
1. The Jews couldn't and wouldn't eat certain meats or foods and observed certain days. (14:1,2,5) 
2. The Gentiles weren’t worried about foods and or days.  
3. The issue was that some were being critical and regarding their brethren with contempt because of their 

practices from their previous lives that were left up to judgement. (14:3,4,10) 
B. Paul called for love, respect, peace, and patience for one another in Rome.  

1. Whatever they did according to judgement was to be done to God and according to faith. (14:5b-8,22, 23)  
2. They were not to judge one another when it came to matters of opinion and judgement. (14:13,20) 
3. They were not to pursue that which was not loving towards their brethren. (14:14-21) 
4. They were to pursue that which made for peace and harmony. (14:19, 15:5-7) 
5. They were to be united in their love, patience and respect for the judgements of others.  

There certainly is a lot that Paul discusses with the Romans in regards to their unity with one another. It can become easy 
for those who were raised in Christian homes to not be patient or look down on those who did not and vice versa. We 
shouldn't become like that and we should pursue peace with all of our brethren so we can do the best work for the Lord 
possible. May God help us to pursue that peace and glorify Him in our relationships with one another and in all that we do. 


