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• The Book of the Acts of the Apostles is just an extraordinary account of the early church leaders. Luke, who has a 

knack for great detail in his writings, is wanting to give Theophilus as much detail as possible to give him a greater 
idea of just how much was done by these great men during these early years. He is meticulous in his details and 
descriptions from the day of Pentecost, to the Apostle’s teachings, numerous conversions, beatings and 
imprisonments, and even some insight into the minds of these godly men.   

• One such occasion that gives us great insight into the Apostle Paul is that of Acts 20 when he gets together with the 
elders in Miletus to discuss things for the last time in person. Beginning in v.17 we have the account of Paul’s 
discussion with these men who we will see he loved so much and they loved him just the same. Let’s begin by simply 
reading through this text that was a part of our daily Bible reading for this past week. There are so many things that 
we could focus on this evening from this text, but I want to focus on vv.28-32 and the instructions and warnings that 
Paul shared with these men in regards to them guarding the flock and see what lessons we can take away from them.  

I. Satan is always on the attack. (vv.28,29) 
A. Paul, seemingly through God’s provision, knew that there would be trouble that would be coming upon these 

Ephesian elders and the church that they serve after his departure.  
B. Satan is always looking for ways to trouble God’s people.  

1. He is that lion that is always stalking his prey and waiting for that opportunity to catch them in weakness. (I Peter 5:8) 
2. One of those ways that he might attack God’s people in from without. (I John 2:15-17) 
3. Another way for him to attack is from within with false teachings leading brethren away from the truth.  
4. He is willing to use whatever means because his main goal is to destroy.  

C. He wants to destroy that which God has in His hand.  
1. These were people that God had purchased out of the grasp of Satan for Him. (Rom. 6:16,19) 
2. They were now within the protection of God as long as they would remain there. (Rom. 8:35-39) 
3. Satan wanted for them and wants for us all to leave the safety of God’s presence and go after the enticements 

that Satan puts before us that are desires of our flesh. (James 1:13-15) 

II. The Church must stay on guard. (vv.29-31) 
A. For churches with Shepherds, this responsibility to guard the flock against false teaching falls primarily on their 

shoulders.  
1. They are to be men that hold fast to the faithful word. They are able to teach and also refute those who 

contradict the truth. (Titus 1:9) 
2. They are also to be men that know the sheep well enough to spot trouble.  
3. If the eldership is nothing more than a backroom decision making entity, then how will they be able to spot 

trouble among flock.  
4. Shepherds who do not know the congregation can allow seeds to be planted and not even know it.  
5. They must be men who know the sheep well and are involved with them in such a way that they can spot 

trouble and be able to stop it before it ruins the congregation.  
B. The church must not be so naive as to think that false teachers can’t come up from among even its own.  

1. Not all false teaching is malicious in nature. It could simply be a misunderstanding of the Text.                     
(Apollos in Acts 18:24-26) 

2. But there are many warnings besides Paul’s here in Acts 20 that speak to the need to be aware of false 
teachers coming out from among God’s people.  
a)Paul warned Timothy of a great apostasy in I Timothy 4:1-3 & II Tim. 3:1-9.  
b)Peter warned Christians about those who would come from among themselves as false teachers.                     

(II Peter 2:1-3) 
c)They would go so far as to twist Paul’s difficult writings to the point of destruction. (II Peter 3:16,17) 

3. It is not impossible for God’s people to fall into false teachings. Therefore, we must stay alert! 



III.God’s Word is the greatest defense. (v.32) 
A. The Bible is able to build up the church and the Christians that make it up.  

1. Paul’s encouragement to Timothy was for him and all Christians to study the Word so that they would be able 
to know what was right and what was wrong. (II Timothy 2:15) 

2. Notice in this same text that this was necessary so they could stop those who were teaching things falsely.     
(II Timothy: 2:16-18) 

3. Later on Paul tells Timothy that God’s revealed Word would help him to overcome the evil people that he 
would have to face. (II Tim. 3:16,17) 

4. There is no better defense for those that teach falsely than the truth of God’s Word.  
B. The Bible also possesses the key to our inheritance through God’s grace and sanctification.  

1. That inheritance and sanctification is at risk with the presence of false teachers. We need to know how to 
combat the false teachers who seek to put us at spiritual risk.  

2. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul speaks about the Grace that was given to all people through Jesus’s 
sacrifice that  (Eph. 1:3-14) 
a)Through God’s plan for man’s salvation, we can come to access His Grace. (vv.3-8a) 
b)We come to know what God would have through us through the mystery that was revealed to His Apostle’s 

and that is relayed to us through the Bible.  (vv.8b-12) 
c)Because of His Grace,  our knowledge through the Word, and obedience, we have an inheritance that is 

protected by that knowledge and obedience to the revealed Word of God. (vv.13,14) 
3. Without God’s Will revealed to us, we would not know how to defend the truth against error, and we wouldn't 

know how to keep possession of our inheritance that comes through Jesus.  

★ How did they do with Paul’s instructions? We get a little insight into that with what we read in Revelation 2. 

IV. Love for God must be the focus. (Rev.2:1-5) 
A. The church at Ephesus was commended for their ability to weed out false teachers. (vv.1-3) 

1. It seems as if they had taken Paul’s words to heart and had stood strong against false teachers.  
2. They had tested these “apostles” and found them to be lacking in the department of truth.  
3. They were not going to put up with any false teachers.  
4. The persevered against the false teachers and endured for the name of Christ. 

B. However, they were admonished for forgetting their first love for God. (vv.4,5) 
1. They were certainly busy keeping the church free from false doctrines, but they had forgotten the most 

important part of their work… their love for God.  
2. They were the other end of what we normally talk about from James 2.  They were a people that were doing 

a lot, but their actions were not accompanied by true love and faith.  
3. It can be easy for a church to be able to say they are doing all the right things, but not recognize that they do 

these things out of love for the Lord first and foremost. 
4. We must be sure to keep our priorities in order. First must be a love for God. This love for God is what should 

drive us to be what God wants us to be.  
5. We must not act because we want to check some boxes or feel good about ourselves. No, we must make sure 

that we are acting for the Lord because we love Him and we want to glorify and please Him in all that we do.  

Paul’s love for the Ephesians and their shepherds should be most evident to us. He had spent a good deal of time with 
these brethren, and he wanted them to stay strong in all that they. He wanted them to fulfill their duty of protecting the 
flock first and foremost. They were to keep a close watch for Satan and his attacks. Paul knew the great resource that was 
God’s Word and he imposed them to have it as their God always. May God help us to be that same type of people that 
remember God’s Word in all that we do so that we can be strong against Satan and overcome his evil deeds. May we be a 
type of people that not only defend God’s truth, but that do it out of love for Him above all things. We must always 
remember our love for Him and allow that to be our driving force in this life so that He will be glorified in all that we do. 


